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Lesson Calendar 


1. July 5.—Israel Asking fora King. ....... .1Sam.8: 1-10 
2. July 1z.--Saul Chosen King oc eo « « 8 GAM. 80: 89-97 
3. July 19.—Samuel’s Farewell Address ‘ow 3 & 0 ee OE eee 
4. July 26.—Saul Rejected as King ....... . 1 Sam. 15 : 13-23 
5. August 2.—Samuel Anoints David ceanese Si tees 
6. August 9.—David and Goliath . o + « « « & Sam. 17: 38-49 
7. August 16.—Saul Tries to Kill David... ... 1 Sam. 18 : 5-16 
8. August 23.—David and Jonathan .... . . i Sam, 20 : 12-23 
9. August 30.—David Spares Saul . ‘ . .1 Sam, 26 : 5-12, 21-25 
10. September 6.—Death of Saul and Jonathan . . 1 Sam, 31 : 1-13 
11. September 13.—David becomes King. . . .. 28am, 2: 1-10 
12. September 20.—Abstinence from Evil : Temper- 
ance Lesson. . Sve 6 kue & 68s 4 ee eaeee 
13. September 27.— Review. | 
1. October 4.—David Brings up the Ark ‘ .2Sam,. 6: 1-12 
2. October 11.—God’s Covenant with David .. . 2 Sam. 7: 4-16 
3. October 18.—David’s Confession. . . oe oe 6 o Os es Oete 
4. October 25.—David’s Joy over Forgiveness oo Psa. 32 
5. November 1.—David and Absalom . . a8 2 Sam. 15: 1-12 
6. November 8.—David’s Grief over Abs alom_ . «+» 2 Sam. 18 : 24-33 
7. November 15.—David’s Trust in God _. ‘ coe TORS 
8. November 22.—The Curse of ihe: Drink : World’s 
Temperance Lesson Prov. 20: 1 ; 23 : 20, 21, 29-35 
9. November 29.—David's ( thar; ge to Solomon. . . 1 Chron, 28 : 1-10 


10. December 6.—Solomon’s Wise Choice . . 
1r. December 13.—The Dedication of the 
Temple. . . 1 King 8 : 1-11, 62, 63 
“oe The Queen ‘of Sheba Visits 
12. December 20.—- Solomon és 1 Kings 10: 1-10 
(Or, The Birth of Christ i . . Matt. 2: 1-12 
13. December 27.—Keview. 


1 Kings 3: 4-15 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
(Furnished by the International Bible Reading Association.) 
Monday.—1 Sam. 8:1-10. . .. . . Israel asking for a king 
‘Tuesday.—1 Sam. 10: 17-27. Pp . Saul chosen king 
Wednesday.—1 — 15 : 13-23 . Saul rejected as king 


Thursday.—1 Sam. : 38-49. . .. . . David and Goliath 
Friday.—1 Sam. 20: 12- -23 : . . .. « David and Jonathan 
Saturday—1 Sam. 26:5 | 21-25 ‘ . David spares Saul 


Sunday.—2 Sam. 2: 1-10. . David becomes king 
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The Face of Christ 
By Clara Elizabeth Ward 


F I could gather every look of love 
That ever any human creature wore, 
And all the looks that Joy is mother of, 
All looks of grief that mortals ever bore, 
And mingle all with God-begotten Grace, 
Methinks that I should see the Saviour’s face. 
VERNON, N. Y. 











Have you entered your Sunday-schoo! for The Sunday 
School Times Rally Day Honor List? It is a splendid op- 
r ortunity to give your school just the right start for the com- 
ing winter. The plan was described in full August 29. An 
entry blank and particulars will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 











A Good Rule for All 

‘« Talk every day with a man you know is your 
superior,’’ is a rule worth heeding for more reasons 
than one. In the first place, it commits one to the 
confession that he has superiors, and in the second 
place, there is gain in the contact with that which is 
better than ourselves, But where shall the superior 
man be found every day? Emerson gives us the 
cue when he says, ‘‘Every man | meet is my su- 
perior at some point.'’ Not every one will be quite 
ready to admit this, but, accepting it as a work- 
ing idea, it would lead us to look for that which is 
better than ourselves in every one we meet. And 
then what would become of our proneness to look 
first for faults, and to criticize and condemn ! 


x 
Liabilities and Assets 


Christians can assume large liabilities because 
they have been given abundant assets. They must 
be responsible for great undertakings. ‘‘ Freely ye 
have received, freely give."’ As a bank with tre- 
mendous resources of deposit can enter largely into 


productive engagements, so a Christian with the free 
deposits of God's grace must enter largely into the 
labors and responsibilities of the kingdom, What 
else did Jesus mean by the parables of the pounds 
and of the talents? In early Christian writings there 
are quoted several sayings attributed to Christ which 
are not found in the New Testament,—‘‘ Logia,’’ as 
they are called. One of these reads, ‘‘Be ye good 
money-changers. It is a parable of the Christian's 
duty to enter wisely and largely into the operations of 
the kingdom of God by the wealth of God's gifts which 
have been added to him. We are to venture largely 
because we have received abundantly. 


a 
Difficulty’s Opportunity 


Difficulty is opportunity. One may boast of 
having done a difficult thing easily, but no one wants 
boast of doing an easy thing. There is no credit 
in making easy things difficult, although some modern 
technicians seem to think so. Von Biilow, speaking 
of a certain musician, said, ‘‘He has a technique 
that enables him to perform the simplest passages 
with the greatest difficulty."’ But there is credit in 
conquering difficult things until they can be done 
with ease. Said a Sunday-school teacher, ‘‘I have 
just taken a class of boys from ten to twelve years of 
age, which their teacher has given up because she 
can't do anything with them. Now is my oppor- 
tunity.’’ That teacher was a success before she be- 
gan, for she saw that opportunity lies, not in the easy, 
but in the difficult, task. 
sx 


Friendship’s Plumb-Line 

Friendship is judgment. That is only another 
way of putting the old proverb that a man is known 
by the company he keeps. One of the best ways of 
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estimating a character is by noting the kind of friends 
it has drawn to itself. The builder looks down his 
plumb-line to see if he is building rigntly ; let a man 
once in a while look along the line of the friends he 
is making. to see if he is building his life rightly. If 
he has the thoughtful and the helpful and the pure- 
minded near him in association, it is probable that 
he is growing that way himself. If he finds that he 
is drawn to the coarse and the careless, and they are 
drawn vo him, it is probable that by this fact he can 
judge himself, and by it others can judge him. Nor 
let one say in dispute that Jesus was the friend of 
sinners. It is true, he was; but it was not to their 
sin, nor by it, he was drawn to them, but to their 
possible good. And it was not their sin that drew 
them unto him, but their need and desire of that 
which was good. When a sinner is drawn to Christ, 
it is rather by that friendship than by his sin that he 


will be judged. 
ya 
Which is Your Choice? 


Circumstances may be beyond our control, but it 
is always within our power to determine how we shall 
face them. Sudden adversity overcame one man. 
He fell into a heap, weeping, and has ever since been 
beseeching people to come to his help. A neighbor 
was at the same time visited by like misfortune. He 
smiled and said, ‘It is, perhaps, the stirring of the 
eagle’s nest,’’ and went bravely forward to overcome 
his difficulties. Hardship after hardship visited him 
in pitiless succession; he never complained to his 
nearest neighbors, neither relaxed his smile nor 
abated his Christian agtivities. Only the look in his 
eyes deepened, and his tenderness toward men be- 
came more marked. Who shall say that that man is 
not a conqueror of the world, even as his neighbor is 
one who is being defeated by the world, though ad- 
versity is still equally the lot of them both? 
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What Does Your Conscience Do for You ? 


- ONE of his addresses, Horace Bushnell said 
that one of the first requirements of a great min- 
istry was a great conscience. The same may be 
said of a great life in any calling. But the phrase 
probably suggests very different things to different 
people. W hat is a great conscience? What would 
Bushnell himself have called a great conscience ? 
From what we know of him, we may feel sure that 
those words, as he uttered them, bore to him no such 
forbidding sound as the very mention of conscience 
bears to many, but that they had for him a glow and 
inspiration and encouragement. Bushnell was not a 
victim of conscience. His conscience was not some- 
thing which kept him constantly miserable and fearful 
and timid. It did not speak to him mainly of things 
that were wrong, but was a great affirmative sort of 
faculty which spurred him into one daring after an- 
other, into which a man never could have entered 
without a great conscience. 

A great conscience, then, we may be sure, is one 
which makes a man do far more things than it makes 
him avoid. We often hear people, who are, after 
all, very ineffective people, telling us about the 
things their conscience will not let them do, or about 
the things they suffer from it, as if this state of things 
constituted a merit in itself. This is hardly a condi- 
tion on which we ought to encourage ourselves that 
we please God. Why is it, then, that conscience has 
come to associate itself in our minds with what is 
chiefly negative, with things not to be done, with 
avoidances and restraints? It is due to that strange 
negativeness in man, whose inveterate tendency is to 


disperse and weaken his being, to delude him into 
thinking that progress is principally made by denials 
and destructions. Always deceiving us into thinking 
that we are but clearing the ground more thoroughly, 
it hides from us the fact that we are often keeping it 
so clear that nothing can grow on it. Conscience 
ought not to be principally concerned with evil ; its 
function is a happier one than that. If it be a great 
conscience, it will be touched with the imagination, 
and is greater than other consciences chiefly in this, 
that it imagines duties and conceives opportunities 
and openings which an inferior conscience never finds. 
So we may say that when it is truly great, it will so 
show itself as to draw us toward a great deal more 
than it draws us away from. 

But how much conscience is wasted in devising 
penances for one’s self, in making elaborate self- 
accusations, in wearing one’s self out with scruples, 
until one comes to move among life's duties and op- 
portunities ‘‘ like a timid child, who, left alone in his 
father’s laboratory, dares not touch anything for fear 
of springs, explosions, and catastrophes, which may 
burst from every corner at the least movement of his 
inexpérienced hands.’’ Christ spoke of this world as 
our Father's house, or one of the mansions of it, and 
would not allow his mind to be visited by the great 
cloud of specters and fears with which man’s imper- 
fectly developed conscience had peopled it. Acting 
on his great intuition of God's fatherliness, his con- 
science led him to great trustful deeds which should 
draw out into its fulness more and more of that father- 
liness. He was tempted,—tempted, no doubt, by 
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conscience to fear what other men feared, but his 
conscience was of the kind that made him move to- 
ward the good as swiftly as possible. Christ never 
devised penance for himself, never deliberately made 
a scruple, never tried to outdo God. Life would 
bring fast enough the struggles and the hardships 
without inventing one. Where man would invent for 
himself a penance, God would prepare an opportu- 
nity ; and that conscience is greatest which makes 
one most quickly enter and act upon it. 

A great conscience is a productive conscience, and 
has all manner of things to show for itself at the end 
of the years. Its balance falls on the side of doing, 
rather than avoiding : it has enabled its possessor to 
accomplish what other men never attain. Its function 
is not merely that of a policeman, but is creative, and 
has much of poetry in it, proposing undertakings and 
outlining services which never occur to the merely 
negative conscience. If, after years, then, our con- 
science does not show itself to have sent us here and 
sent us there to do things, to adventures and enter- 
prises beyond our natural inclinations, if it has not 
sought out new varieties of goodness, as well as pro- 
tected itself against the evils whose monotony is one 
of the most mysterious things about iniquity,—for 


“much pain. 
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there is not one single new sin in the world, —we shall 
find good reason to question that certainty which we 
have so long had that at least we had a good conscience. 

This is no shallow attitude toward sin, no trying to 
blink away its awful reality, as thousands of people 
are trying to do to-day,—sincerely enough, it is true, 
bnt none the less mistakenly. This is not to say 
‘« Do not think of it,’’ for there are times when the 
conscience must be relentlessly negative, and some- 
times days at a time when the soul must fight off—it 
may be hour by hour—some evil thing, when to say 
that it did not exist would be ruin; it zs there, and 
it must be fought. But the main action of the soul 
is of a more affirmative kind, and when there is no 
direct evil to be fought, the soul has even more upon 
its hands to do. 

Let us resettle with ourselves, then, the matter of 
our conscience. Is it great? Is it productive? Is it 
daring? Is there imagination and poetry in it? Is 
it enabling us to do always something more? And if 
it is not, are we doing all in our power to cultivate it 
toward these ends? It is so easy for us to think we 
have a good conscience just because it gives us so 
A really good conscience, a great con- 
science, has a shout and song and gladness in it. 
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2||NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 























No attention will be paid to anonymous letters. 


Is Jealousy Good, or Bad ? 


In the process of language-changes, two words 
may come to have practically the same meaning, or 
one word may acquire several meanings, or lose its 
original meaning. Many instances of this occur in 
the English Bibie, as a comparison of the King James 
with the Revised and American Revised Version will 
show. An Arizona reader has found a difference of 
opinion as te the meaning of a word used in the Bible. 
She writes : 

In our last Sunday's lesson about Saul trying to kill David, 
the matter of jealousy came up as partly the reason. We try 
to make the Bible class a place where opinions are freely ex- 
pressed. Some thought that jealousy in some respects was a 
good thing. I suppose I cannot have thought enough about 
it, for I have always thought of it as a bad thing. But, when 
I began to think of God calling himself a jealous God, and 
Paul writing to the Corinthians that he was jealous over them 
with a godly jealousy, I began to think I would have to change 
my opinion. If it is not asking too much, would you give ita 
little corner in your Notes on Open Letters ? 


Jealousy is both bad and good. When it is used to 
mean bitter resentfulness, it is bad. When it means 
zeal, fire, ardor, or regard for one’s own or another's 
honor, the word is used in a good sense. In the 
Hebrew and in the Greek, broadly speaking, jealousy 
in the bad sense and in the good is expressed by the 
same word, The root meaning of the Middle Eng- 
lish word ja/ous, which is found in Chaucer's ‘‘ Canter- 
bury Tales,’ is ‘‘seethe,’’ or ‘* boil.’ When Elisha 
had been showing his devoted zeal for God against 
the priests of Baal, he said, ‘‘I have been very jealous 
for the Lord,'the God of hosts.’’ And Paul's ‘‘ godly 
jealousy'’ over the Corinthians is ‘‘ godly zeal’’ in 
the Greek. One may be jealous of another because 
of that other’s privileges or emoluments ; one may be 
jealous for another lest that other should suffer harm 
or dishonor ; and one may be jealous with a godly 
jealousy or zeal to do God's will in this needy world. 
It is well that we should be on fire, should seethe, 
and be stirred as co-workers with a jealous God, and 
jealous of his honor among men without feelings of 
jealousy because some one else shows more zeal than 


we ourselves, 
a 
Imagination, or the Bible Itself? 


Much of our confusion about the actual teachings 
of the Bible comes from the undue consideration we 
give to uninspired comment on the Bible. Whether 
the comment be imaginative or matter-of-fact, it is 
well to see for one’s self what foundation it has in the 
Book itself. A valued Pennsylvania reader is troubled 
by the imaginative views of a well-known hymn-writer, 
and he seeks light on the facts : 

At an evangelistic meeting a few days ago, they sang the 
hymn, ‘I shall know him by the prints of the nails in his 
hands."' After the meeting, I asked the very noted evangelist 
who was leading, ‘‘Do you believe that heaven has no sad- 
ness ?"' And he replied, ‘‘ Yes."’ Then I said, ‘‘ If Christ 
has the nail-prints in his hands, would not that make us sad ?"’ 
when he replied that he would not answer me now. Now, I 
consider that a fair question, for it seemed to me that there was 


a contradiction expressed, and I certainly could not sing that 
line ; for I certainly do not believe that we will see anything 
in heaven but “' perfection,'’—certainly nothing to make sad- 
ness. Your opinion will be valued by myself and perhaps 
many others. I may say that I have taken the Times over 
twenty years, and cannot do without it. 

Does the Bible tell us that in heaven we shall know 
Jesus by the nail-prints in his hands? That is the 
real question. ‘The hymn-writer's poetic fancy is not 
to be compared with the inspiration of thc Bible- 
writers, and since they are silent on this point, there 
is no need for concern about any possible sadness 
that might arise from the imaginary heavenly circum- 
stances that are not even suggested by the Bible- 
writers. As in any other form of poetry, the imagi- 
nation has its placein hymns ; but where a hymn-writer 
takes a Bible incident, and uses it in a connection 
which is not made use of by the inspired Bible-writers, 
then the worshiping believer may withhold his ap- 
proval, if he pleases, from the idea expressed by the 
hymn-writer, but he need not be disturbed by any 
seeming contradiction between that idea and what is 


really in the Bible. 
aa 


A Son Who Was a Friend 


Articles in these pages, in the natural course of 
the International Lessons and of human life, touch 
upon many subjects that awaken the questioning 
faculty. Hence the frequent presenting and con- 
sidering of problems in the Notes on Open Letters 
department. On the other hand, there are readers 
who find themselves in such hearty accord with views 
expressed in this paper, that they are impelled to let 
the Editor know that fact. A Kentucky correspondent 
writes : 

Although I have been reading your paper for twenty-five 
years, and giving especial attention to your part of it, I have 
never before intruded upon you with a letter. But I cannot 
resist the temptation to give you an incident in my pastoral 
experience illustrative of the article on friendship in ‘The Sun- 
day School Times for August 18. I called to see a venerable 
elder, a man of exceptional intelligence and culture, to ex- 
press my sympathy with him in the loss of his eldest son, who 
died suddenly,—a man past fifty years of age. He was a 
bachelor, and had through life remained in his father's home, 
—his associate in business and constant companion. With 
much earnestness the father said to me, ‘It is not only a son 
that is gone from me, but I have losta/riend/'' And the 
emphasis was on the last word. 

A true father ought to be truly a friend to his son, and 
a true son ought to be a friend to his father. Indeed, 
without friendship fatherhood and sonship come wo- 
fully short of their possibilities ; for friendship is the 
outgoing, unselfish love of one who is eager to give 
without thought of return. Many a father needs to 
realize this. Many a son is making home unhappy 
because he expects his father to be a friend to him, 
while having himself no real sense of his duty of being 
a friend to his father. Thank God that in Kentucky 
and Pennsylvania, and everywhere under the sun, 
there are families where friendship is supreme, where 
outgoing, unselfish love is the golden chain that binds 
the family together ! 
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Marion Lawrance’s 





Question Box 


The General Secretary of the International Sunday-school Conven- 
tion will answer here questions on Sunday-school matters—no¢ biblical 
questions—that are of general interest. If not answered here, they will 
be replied to personally. Address “ Marion Lawrance’s Question 
Box,’’ The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








How often do you advise holding a convention in a county 
or staie association ? 

State and county conventions should be held once a 
year. This is the consensus of opinion quite generally 
throughout our whole field. Township conventions may 
be held semi-annually, and are often held quarterly, but 
even in the township a vigorous annual convention is bet- 
ter than a feeble semi-annual or quarterly convention. 





NORTH CAROLINA.—I have a new Sunday-school building 
with twenty-eight separate class-rooms, and I wish to supply 
each room with a set of maps of sacred geography, the maps 
rolling up with a case at the top. What would you advise us 
to do to supply this need ?—E. W. S. 

Write the Deitz & Marshall Co., 115 Dearborn Street, 
Chicago, H. C. Tunison, Jacksonville, Illinois, Fleming H. 
Revell Co., of New York, or The Oxford Map Publishers, 
Oxford, Ohio, for catalog. Most of the denominational 
publishing houses would be pleased to supply you. 





What is the relation of the county and state organization to 
the denominational work ? 

The International Sunday-school work, whether repre- 
sented by the state, county, or township association, repre- 
sents all Sunday-school workers and Christian people who 
are willing to co-operate, regardless of denominational 
lines. Their work is inspirational, educational, and evah- 
gelistic. The denominations receive the benefit, not only 
of the speakers of their own denominations, but of all the 
others as well. To define the relation in general terms, 
it is one of helpful co-operation and loving sympathy. 
There is not the slightest antagonism, for the work does 
not cross denominational work at any point. Neither the 
International Convention nor the state associations exercise 
any authority, plant any schools, nor have anything to sell 
that in any way interferes with the denominations, 


CINCINNATI, OHIO.—One of my pupils has been in the 
habit of attending our school in the morning, and another 
school in the afternoon. Would you advise me to inquire of 
good authority concerning her other teacher, and if she seems 
faithful and capable, explain to the pupil the advisability of 
devoting herself to one school, and make it clear to her that I 
should not be offended if she chooses the other, for her purpose 
in alternating is merely to please me. On the other hand, if 
the teacher is not what she might be, ought I to allow her to 
continue attending the two ?—L. M. F. 

This is a free country, and Sunday-school scholars claim 
the right to go where they like, though it is not always wise 
todo so. My judgment is that it is better for the scholar to 
attend one Sunday-school and work aé it, than to attend 
two, and yet if the attending of the second school is a pleas- 
ure, or will keep the pupil away from places to which she 
should not go, better attend two or more if need be. If 
the scholar attends your school to please you, and you 
think she should not attend two schools, open the way for 
her to leave you. If she does the work of both schools 
satisfactorily, I do not think I would disturb her. 


Is organized Sunday-school work a promising field for a 
young man to enter as a life-work ? 

Yes, and No, It depends on the young man. For a 
young man who is fitted for the organized work, there is no 
other field so promising anywhere. The necessary qualifi- 
cations, however, are peculiar and difficult to find. 

The successful secretary must be primarily a man of 
deep piety, tremendous energy, unlimited faith, a good 
education, a strong body. He should be what politicians 
call ‘* a good mixer,’’ easily making friends and retaining 
them. The one characteristic which possibly stands out 
more prominent than many of the rest is that of organiza- 
tion. He must be an organizer, or he will fail. Then he 
should also be able to present the claims of the organized 
work in public and private in an intelligent, straightfor- 
ward, attractive, convincing manner, He must be abso- 
lutely impartial in his treatment of the denominations. He 
should lkewise be thoroughly conversant with the conti- 
nent-wide Sunday-school work, and also familiar with the 
doings of the local school. He ought to be able, with 
Bible in hand, to teach the next Sunday’s lesson, or give a 
Bible reading, or lead the devotional exercises. Indeed, 
he should always be an earnest, devout Bible student. 

I am glad that this question has been asked, because it 
gives the opportunity to say that the demand for secretaries 
is increasing rapidly. There are in my office now definite 
requests for not less than half a dozen secretaries, and the 
number will multiply every year as the time goes on, 
Many counties are now putting in secretaries, and states 
and provinces are adding to their forces. I know of no 
field for young men, provided they can measure up to the 
requirements and are inclined toward Sunday-school work, 
that is so full of opportunity and blessed results as the 
organized Sunday-school work, and young men so disposed 
are heartily recommended to look into the matter. There 
are quite a number of schools now in the country whose 
courses of study are especially helpful to those anticipating 
taking up this work. I shall be very glad indeed to corre- 
spond with any who care to look into the matter further. 
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“Let Thine Eyes Be On the Field” 











Winona’s Lesson in Time-Keeping 


A great object lesson to all convention leaders was given 
by the International Sunday-school Conference at Winona 
Lake, Indiana, last month. It was in the matter of ‘* time- 
keeping.’’ The program called for the discussion, by ex- 
perts and representative workers, of an almost exhaustive 
variety of matters that are of vital importance to the wel- 
fare and progress of modern Sunday-school life. Twenty- 
two different subjects were scheduled, and twenty-one of 
these received consideration by from two to twelve speakers 
each, usually followed in each instance by an open discus- 
sion. Five and ten minate limits, for each speaker, with 
one and two minute limits in general discussion, were 
almost uniformly adhered to. The result was essence, not 
dilution ; every speaker packed concentrated thought into 
the precious and fleeting few minutes allotted, A tap ofa 
bell one minute before the expiration of each speaker’s 
allotted time gave the warning, and another tap announced 
the time to stop. No one could take offense, for all were 
treated alike, The result amply justified the plan, and 
without such military precision not one-half of the rich 
program could have been covered. 


% 
Mr. Lawrance’s Encyclopedic Knowledge 


Mr. Lawrance’s deserved reputation as a skilful answerer 
of knotty questions has crossed the Atlantic. When in 
England recently attending the Centenary of the London 
Sunday School Union, he was asked to speak three times 
at the Woodgrange Baptist Church in London. In adver- 
tising these meetings, local workers erected in front of the 
church a painted sign about 4 by 6 feet, which began by 
quoting the well-known phrase of The Sunday School Times, 
in letters four or five inches long : 





AMERICANS SAY 
‘“* ASK MARION LAWRANCE!”’ 











The London Daily News had this to say: ‘* Mr, Law- 
rance is a pushful American, with no pretensions to orator- 
ical attainments, but with breezy, energetic gestures and 
rapid flow of language captures his audience and carries 
them along breathlessly. His knowledge of the Sunday- 
school world is encyclopedic. He is full of ideas for the 
betterment of the system. His singularly able editorship 
of the ‘Question Box’ in the ‘ American Sunday School 
Times’ is one of the features of that best of all Sunday- 
school papers.’’ 
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Indiana’s Vigorous Progress 


As a bit of ‘stirring up,’’ President W. C. Hall of 
Indiana, in his opening address at the annual state con- 
vention there in June, said: ** We are not going to learn 
how to go back home and tell the other fellow how to do 
his work, but we are going to learn how to do our work, 
and then we are going back home to do it. The state of 
Illinois on the west, the state of Ohio on the east, the state 
of Michigan on the north, and the state of Kentucky on 
the south, have from three to twelve times the number of 
paid workers in the field doing Sunday-school work that 
Indiana has.,”’ 

Then followed an inspiring call to progress, and a pro- 
gram enriched not only by Mr. Hall and Secretary Hal- 
penny, but by such masters as Prof. Hamill, Kev. B. W. 
Spilman, Mr. W. C. Pearce, Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, and 
Mrs. Bryner. And now Secretary Halpenny has issued a 
convention number of the ‘* Awakener,’’ the state Sunday- 
school paper, containing most of the masterly addresses 
verbatim, It is a memorable number on this account, and 
worthy of wide distribution, Get it, if you can, and read it. 


“ 
Coming Meetings of the Field Workers 


Three inter-state conferences of Field Workers, as pro- 
vided for by the new International Districting plan, were 
scheduled to take place early in 1904 by the Central Com- 
mittee of the Field Workers Department which met at 
Winona Lake, Indiana, last month. The conference for 
the First or Northeast District (Maine, Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
Quebec, Newfoundland, Labrador, New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia, Prince Edward Island) will meet at some con- 
venient point about the second week in January. The 
conference for the Fifth or North Central District (North 
and South Dakota, Minnesota, Nebraska, Iowa, Wiscon- 
sin, Manitoba) will meet at Minneapolis the first week in 
February. The conference for the Second District (New 
York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, West Virginia, 
Virginia) will meet at Philadelphia the last week in Janu- 
ary ; and in connection with this conference an additional 
four days of institute work for state secretaries and paid 


Field Workers will be given. The program for this week 
of instruction will be outlined by the Department, and it 
is expected that all local arrangements will be cared for 
by the county and state associations. 

Great things are expected from this new departure in 
organized Sunday-school work. The plan received the 
cordial approval of the International Executive Committee, 
and will be more fully announced as soon as the -prelimi- 
nary details can be settled. The committee in charge of 
arrangements consists of E, M. Fergusson, General Sec- 
retary of the New Jersey Sunday-school Association, Tren- 
ton, N. J.; Hugh Cork, General Secretary of the Pennsyl- 
vania State Sabbath-school Association, Philadelphia, Pa. ; 
and Frank W. Lange, Field Secretary of the Philadelphia 
County Sabbath-school Association, Philadelphia, Pa., in 
consultation with General Secretary Marion Lawrance. 

The International Executive Committee at Winona Lake 
adopted the following recommendations made by President 
Fergusson in his report of the Field Workers Department : 


1. ‘That the General Secretary be authorized to arrange the 
attendance of himself and as many of the Field Workers as the 
field can spare during the experimental week of work, Phila- 
delphia, the last week in January, 1904. 

2. That the members of this committee co-operate with the 
department officers and committees in making their conferences 
and their institute a success. 


A Texas County’s Strides 
When a Sunday-school superintendent in Dallas County, 
Texas, fails to get to the county convention, he hears from 
the pushing, live-wire county secretary, J.S. Taylor. Not in 





Will You Help Mexico ? 


When twenty converted Indians, having missed 
the train for a Sunday-school convention, walk 
fifty miles on foot rather than miss the conven- 
tion, they ought to be encouraged. That is a fair 
example of the hunger and thirst among the people 
of Mexico for a knowledge of how to do the Lord's 
work in the Sunday-school. Mexico has appealed 
to her Christian brothers and sisters in North 
America to send her a trained Sunday-school 
Field Worker, who shall bring the needed light. 
The Sunday School Times has brought this appeal 
to the Sunday-schcol public. What will the answer 
be? Five hundred dollars will support a worker 
for one year ; $2500 would care for Mexico for 
five years. The Times is receiving the contribu- 
tions, and forwarding them to the International 
Executive Committee. Already $163 has been 
received, in amounts from one dollar to one hun- 
dred dollars, from the following generous donors : 

George H. Stevens 

B. Munson . or 
Katharine J. Laws . 
A. J]. McDermid . 
hy eee 
Waldo D. Webster . 
A Friendin. . 

M. A. Hudson 


Waterville, Conn. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

. Washington, D. C. 
. Chicago, IIL. 

. . Kentucky 

. Warren O. 

: . Michigan 

0 6 + + «, epreees, B. Y. 
Professor G. F. Nicolassen. . Clarksville, Tenn, 
Mrs. I. W. Gillies . . « . « « New York City 
Trinity Reformed Congregation of 
Allentown, Pa., Rev. Scott R. Wagner, Pastor 

F. H. Fisher . , . . . Rochester, N.Y. 
Bessie McKnight . . Louisville, Ky. 











any brusk or officious way,—that’s a danger in all corre- 
spondence work of this sort,—but in a courteous letter of 
information. Such facts as the following, stated in a recent 
letter of this sort from the Dallas County Executive Com- 
mittee to superintendents who had not attended the county 
convention, were calculated to make a superintendent think. 


One of our country schools, showing a total enrolment of 78 
just before the convention, had 200 present two Sundays after- 
ward. Another, whose total was 61 up to recently, has, since 
the convention, reached 100. Both of these schools had several 
members present ali through the convention... . One of our 
Dallas City teachers tells his Sunday-school that of the two 
great events of his religious life, one was his conversion, the 
other was his experience at the Mesquite Convention. . . . 

Yours to command in the united effort to have 20,000 in our 
Dallas County Sunday-schools in time for our annual Sunday- 
school Convention at Cedar Hill, in 1904. 

W. C. NORTH, 


County President County (C. L. DEALEY, 
J. S. TAYLOR Executive « W. H. LAMAR, 
Ore a , Committee: | A. A. EVARTS 


County Secretary. 
Results are what the business man wants, and results 
like that brought personally to the notice of the non- 
atttending business-man-superintendent are not easily for- 





gotten, 
vention, 
Mr. Taylor writes further to the Times : 


Next year he is likely to heed the call to the con- 


Since that annual gathering 17 new Sunday-schools have 
been added to our county roll. We are in the midst of the 
greatest Sunday-school campaign ever known in this or any 
other near-by state, so far as we have been able to learn. 
Our growth steps up about this way in round numbers : 

1901 County Enrolment about 6,000 
1902 about 5 oe I1,000 
1903 a little over. . . 14,000 


_ Godspeed to Dallas County, and may the rest of the con- 
tinent catch its spirit of enthusiasm and advance ! 


a 
Utah’s Reorganization 


Readers will recall the statement made in the Times three 
weeks ago, quoted from the General Secretary’s Report 
at Winona Lake, that Utah was one of the states not yet 
employing a paid worker. The following communication 
to the Times is therefore doubly welcome : 

SALT LAKE CITy, UTAH. 

It may be of interest to your readers to know that the Utah 
State Sunday-school Association has been reorganized, after a 
more or less inactive season. ‘lhe new officers are as follows 
Dr. E. V. Silver, President ; H. L. Herrington, Vice-Presi- 
dent; A. T. McCanne, Treasurer ; and L. M. Gillilan, General 
Secretary. ‘These, together with Miss Anna Baker, constitute 
the executive committee. Some field work will be done this 
fall, and a convention will be held. 


L. M, GILLILAN, 
General Secretary. 


The Times conveys the hearty congratulations and good 
wishes of its big family to the Utah brethren. May the 
employing of a state worker and rapid progress in the work 
speedily follow ! 

% 


A Glimpse at a Field Worker 


If you would have a glimpse of what life means to an 
earnest, typical Sunday-school Field Worker, read the fol- 
lowing. It is from the ‘* Clearfield County Sunday-school 
Record,’’ a four-page report published by William Stahl, 
who has devoted five months to the work in that county : 

** «Go down into the land of Goshen, and see what you 
can do,’ was the instruction received from the Clearfield 
County Sabbath-school Association at DuBois, April 17. I 
went. I learned that the county had a population of about 
100,000 souls, with but 20,000 enrolled as Sunday-school 
scholars, and that the area of the county is 1,130 square 
miles. After taking a glance at the opportunities before 
me, I solicited the co-operation of every paper published 
in the county, and began to advertise the work. The next 
move was to have the county map photographed into con- 
venient size for carrying in pocket. I visited the bank, 


(Continued on page 462) 
4 
Gleanings from the Field 


Colorado’s Summer Schools of Instruction for Sunday- 
school Workers, though this year was their first attempt, 
registered nearly four hundred students, and will issue 
about one hundred certificates for the completion of their 
course of study. Mrs. J. A. Walker of Denver reports 
that many of the counties are now asking for institutes in 
addition to their regular conventions. 


An organization ‘‘ of the denominations, by the denomi- 
nations, for the denominations,’’ is the way a well-printed 
leaflet of the Maine Sunday-school Association effectively 
describes association work, General Secretary Edward A, 
Mason stirred up the whole state in May and June with 
the series of nineteen Sunday-school Institutes that he and 
Mrs. Alonzo Pettit, New Jersey’s able Primary President, 
conducted, 

Ontario falls in line with an extensive Sunday-school 
tour through the sparsely settled districts of the province, 
in progress as this issue of the Times goes to press. The 
Tour Party will hold some twenty-five meetings, every day 
for three weeks except Saturdays, covering Muskoka, 
Nippising, Manitoulin, and Algoma districts. President 
Geo. T. Webb, Associate Secretary Thos. Yellowlees, and 
Rev. A. P. Satter of Sudbury, make up the party. 

International Chairman Hartshorn doesn’t let things 
stand still. At his suggestion, the Advisory and Executive 
Committees of the Massachusetts Sunday-school Association 
have just invited representatives from the other New Eng- 
land states to confer with Massachusetts over their uniting 
for the purpose of doing at a minimum cost in each what is 
done in Massachusetts. To keep New England in touch 
with the latest results in the field, Mr. Hartshorn ordered 
1000 copies of the Times which reported the Winona Con- 
fet nce, for distribution throughout New England, 
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Secrets of Successful Teaching 
XI. Adjuncts in Our Teaching — By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


Author of ‘* Ways of Working,” ‘‘ The Teacher, the Child, and the Book,” etc. 





considered thus 


First, What 


E HAVE 
far briefly : 


mands large grace. That this ever 
can be Jerfectly accomplished, of 


we teach,—God'’s word ; PLAN course, will never be affirmed, 

second, How we teach it, —meth- Read down ~ YOUR Read up while men are sinful and hearts 

ods of making clear God's word ; are marble ; but because we can- 
. WORK 


third, Whom we teach, —and there 
we considered the nature of those 





not perfectly accomplish it is no 
reason why we should not do our 








whom we face week by week ; 

finally, we considered the question, Why we teach, 
—and it seemed to us then as though we were ap- 
proaching a kind of holy of holies, where the highest 
truth was pressed upon our minds and consciences, 
and the highest privilege was held out to us as co- 
workers with God. It may seem to some that the 
theme now is a step rather downward than upward 
in the consideration of Sunday-school activities. I 
make bold to say, however, that if that has been our 
unexpressed thought or opinion, we shall revise our 
judgment when we realize that in the erection of the 
tabernacle—the only building this world has ever 
seen of which God was the planning architect—it was 
necessary that Bezaleel and Aholiab should be filled 
with the divine Spirit, in order that they might do 
their part in ‘‘ cunning workmanship.’’ Had Bezaleel 
and Aholiab not done their detail work, there would 
have been no holy of holies in which the high-priest 
could have ministered. We realize also that at that 
time every one whose heart was stirred up and whose 
spirit made him willing brought an offering, and all 
the women that were wise-hearted did spin with their 
hands, and brought that which they had spun, of 
blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of linen, 

Michelangelo was hewing out of marble that 
heroic statue of David which stands near the Uffizi 
Gallery in Florence, and, as it approached comple- 
tion, he was visited by a friend in his studio, The 
friend marveled at the strength and beauty of the 
marble statue, and congratulated the artist that he 
was nearing the close of his work. Some months 
after, the friend revisited Michelangelo, and, enter- 
ing his studio, was surprised to find the statue still 
there. He said: ‘‘ Why, I thought that was nearly 
finished. What have you been doing?’’ To this 
the artist replied : ‘‘1 have sharpened up here a little 
that muscle. I have toned down a little that contour. 
1 have softened a little this expression.'’ And the 
friend said, ‘‘Oh, yes ; but all these are trifles.’’ To 
which the great sculptor said, ‘‘ Remember that trifles 
make perfection, but perfection is no trifle.’’ 

So in our Sunday-school work trifles make perfec- 
tion, but perfection is no trifle. He, therefore, is 
wise who pays careful attention that nothing may 
escape him, and that in the complicated machinery of 
a school, especially a large school, there be no friction, 
The engineer on the vast ocean steamer pays as Care- 
ful attention to the small cog-wheel as he does to the 
larger parts of the machinery, for trouble arising with 
the small cog-wheel may retard the motion of the vast 
machine, or possibly even bring disaster. 

Take, now, for example, as one of the details in 
Sunday-school work, the co-operation of the four 
main workers; namely, the teacher, the superin- 
tendent, the pastor, and the parent. Where these 
co-operate rightly, the Sunday-school chariot finds no 
hill of difficulty that it will not easily surmount ; fora 
four-in-hand team, pulling together, is grandly potent. 
But, if you have a four-in-hand team, and the leaders 
balk, the whole team is brought to a standstill ; or, 
if the pole-horses will not do their work aright, too 
much work is thrown on the leaders, and, if the jour- 
ney be long, they suffer. That is the ideal condition, 
for example, in a Sunday-school where the teacher in 
her class is doing her best, and the superintendent from 
the platform is backing her up to his utmost of 
power; where the two are looking to their pas- 
tor, feeling his sympathetic throb, «nd _ stimulated 
by his intelligent leadership ; and where the three 
know that in the home there is father and mother, 
anxious that they should do their best for the boy, 
and willing to second their every effort for the spir- 
itual illumination of the child. Where that co-opera- 
tion does not exist, it should be aimed for by every 
means in our power, continuously, wisely, patiently, 
lovingly, so as to bring the four into line. Then the 
thrill of power will be felt in our Sunday-schools, and 
there will be none to undo that which the others are 
striving to accomplish. That this may be secured 
demands much work, demands much wisdom, de- 


utmost in that line. We should 
do our best to make the ideal real, and to materialize 
that which we have conceived as the perfect plan in 
our minds. 

Another of these illustrations of how, if a link be 
broken, the whole machinery suffers, may be found 
in the matter of music. ‘‘ What is the best music- 
book?’’ is often asked of Sunday-school leaders. 
There is no dest music-book for all classes. There 
are some that are good for no classes, and, alas! 
some of those I find in use. For a home Sunday- 
school, for example, where children are accustomed 
to the better grades of music, we may very well take 
some of the higher grade Sunday-school books, which 
I shall not mention even, for fear of criticism. But 
there are books that conform themselves to the Eng- 
lish type of music, the Barnby and Sullivan style of 
composition, which musically is charming,—charm- 
ing because of its beautiful harmony, charming be- 
cause of its dignity, charming because of its being 
musically married to certain dignified words. But 
that is not the best book for all classes, because those 
who are musically not as highly strung or as perfectly 
educated cannot understand that type of music, and 
we must grade ourselves down to their comprehen- 
sion. There is good music that is sublimely simple, 
as well as good music that is somewhat ornate. Our 
music must be graded, therefore, to the comprehen- 
sion, musically, of those to whom we minister. That 
is not at all to say that some of this rag-time modern 
Sunday-school music should ever be countenanced 
anywhere. There is much music in these days that 
is caught from the minstrel type and the baser 
secular types, and that ought forever to be banished 
from our Sunday-schools. 

In the matter of words, we are told to sing with 
the spirit and with the understanding. Music is the 
wings, the words are the body. The music is only to 
lift the body, as expressed in the words, heavenward. 
Therefore, if one or the other be the more important, 
it is the words, and not the music. If the words be 
worthy, and the music match the words, then we have 
a prodigious power with our scholars ; for, whether 
they remember the Golden Text or no, and whether 
they remember the lesson story or no, certain grand 
hymns may be sung into their hearts so deep that 
nothing but death will ever eradicate the words and 
the music. But in order that here we may have our 
best work, we must make our scholars sing with the 
understanding as well as with their voices ; and we 
who are adults, and understand the symbolism and 
the figurativeness of our hymns, fail to realize 
how the children cannot grasp them. The hymn is 
given out and is sung, and we think they have under- 
stood it; but they have misunderstood it, or have 
failed utterly to grasp its meaning. 

I must illustrate. We sing '* Nearer, my God, to 
thee,’’ and then we go on and say : 


** Though like the wanderer, 
The sun gone down, 
Darkness be over me, 
My rest a stone,— 
Yet in my dreams I’d be 
Nearer, my God, to thee,”’ 


What do they understand of that,—‘*my rest a 
stone’’? It conveys no meaning, unless the scholars 
have been told the story pf Jacob to illustrate verse 2 
of ‘* Nearer, my God, to thee.’’ 

We sing ‘‘ Here I raise my Ebenezer,’’ and when 
I was a boy I used to wonder what an Ebenezer was. 
Nobody explained it to me. I might have under- 
stood it if they had told me the story illustrating what 
Ebenezer means ; then when I sang it, if I were dis- 
posed, I could put my understanding into the sing- 
ing, and express something intelligible, God-ward. 

We sing : 


’ 


** From every stormy wind that blows, 
From every swelling tide of woes, 
There is a calm, a sure retreat— 
’Tis found beneath the mercy-seat,’’ 
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and the scholar thinks of a seat, and of crawling 
under the seat somehow to get away from something. 
I am not illustrating in this way to make fun at all ; 
I am illustrating for the dear children, that when we 
come to worship Almighty God in song, we may in- 
telligently help them, that they may truly express 
their thoughts, their desires, their aspirations, if they 
have them in their hearts. But you might as well 
sing in Choctaw as sing many of these hymns that are 
so figurative. To us they are clear; to them, abso- 
lutely vague. We have sometimes in our school, 
before we sang the hymn, read it responsively. Then 
the superintendent has explained in the hymn the 
difficult passages. Then he has said, ‘* Now, we 
understand it ; now we will sing it,’’ and you would 
be quite surprised to see how a hymn sung in that 
way assumes all of a sudden an indefinable some- 
thing of reality in the school which it never had before, 

We want to realize the importance of this, because, 
as I said, these hymns are imbedded in memories ; 
and on sick-bed, and in storms at sea, in lonely hours, 
and in days of wandering in a far country, sometimes 
these hymns are God's messengers to his wayward 
child ; and the song, coming out of the far past, 
begins to woo him back toward better things which 
he had abandoned, and which possibly for years he 
had forgotten. I would therefore urge, as one of the 
adjuncts in our work, the careful selection of the best 
hymns, the singing of them repeatedly, the explana- 
tion of them lucidly ; so that music may be an ad- 
junct in the impressing of God’s word on the hearts 
of our scholars, 

And here in this matter of music we want to see to 
it that there shall be some measure of variety. Re- 
sponsive singing and the use of solos is to be com- 
mended, I am none of those who would advocate 
ornate solos. Much of our church music is sad in 
these days ; much of it, I believe, is not the praise 
of Almighty God. We were worse off years ago in 
New York than we are now, but we are not yet where 
we should be; and too many church committees 
engage quartets, asking merely, ‘‘ What is the quality 
of the voice?’’ and not caring about the quality of 
character on the part of the singer. I have heard a 
Jew in a Presbyterian church sing ‘‘In the cross of 
Christ I glory,’’ and when they dismissed him for 
another cause, he came to me, and said, ‘‘ Do you 
know why they dismissed me?’’ I said, ‘* No, I do 


not.’ He said, ‘‘Is there any reason why I, as a 
Jew, should not sing in that church?’’ I replied, 
‘Yes, there is.’ ‘* Tell me,’’ he said. ‘* Why,’’ 


I rejoined, ‘‘ you don't believe in Jesus, and yet you 
sing ‘In the cross of Christ I glory.’’’ ‘* Why,”’ 
he said, ‘‘ you don’t understand us artists. We put 
ourselves for the time being into the spirit of what we 
sing.’’ ‘* Yes,’’ I said; ‘‘and if you were to sing a 
hymn to Isis and Osiris, and began, ‘O Isis and 
Osiris, what pure pleasures—,’ you would put your- 
self into the idolatry of Egypt.'’ ‘Certainly I 
would,’’ he said. And that was one of the paid offi- 
cials in the service of God in the Presbyterian church 
to which I have alluded! These are sad things. 
This is the prostitution of the praise of God, and is 
the abuse of music in the sanctuary of the Most High. 

But there is less danger of our abusing music in 
the Sunday-school, and therefore we can pass on, 
in the next article, to other matters, after merely call- 
ing your careful attention to the marvelous power 
there is in music in supplementing the work of the 
teacher. 

New York City, 
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A Brace of Great Kings 
By Albert B. Carner 


A suggestion which progressive teachers can adopt 
and work out in their teaching of the present and 
omnes me ee ange lessons. Pupils could be set to 
work finding further similarities of the sert indicated, 


te sort of help in the troublesome matter of 
dates is to note comparisons, Take King 
David, for example, of whom the Sunday- 
school world has been reading. He lived about as 
long before Christ as King Alfred the Great did after 
Christ, and their pictures may be hung side by side 
as companion portraits in the Hall of Fame. 
According to good authorities, here are a few focal 
dates : 


DAVID ALFRED 
DME ttc e ae cnee neo ewes os oe Oe Ae 
Pirstt made king. .......+.-0 .- BC, 063 A.D. 872 
Entered into full possession of kingdom . B.C. 1048 A.D. 886 
Died... se cro eeoer es + om BE ALD OE 


But even more notable are the correspondences in 
career and character. If we regard David's anoint- 












































































LESSON FOR SEPT. 27 


ing by Samuel (1063) as making him king, each 
young man became king by right when twenty-two 
years of age, and each reached the fulness of his king- 
dom-——David over Judah and Israel, and Alfred over 
all England—when thirty-seven years old. 

David, son of Jesse, was the youngest of several 
sons, but his tribe, Judah, among the most important ; 
Alfred, son of Ethelwulf, was the youngest son, and 
his section, the West Saxons, the dominant state. 
David's mother is not certainly known, and Alfred's 
mother died when he was a mere child, leaving him 
to be reared by a stepmother. David appears upon 
the scene as fair and of a ruddy countenance ; Alfred, 
if at all like those earlier flaxen-haired kinsmen whom 
a pope had called ‘‘ angels,’ must have been of like 
favor. 

Each was familiar with and a lover of nature. 
Each was devoted to music and poetry. David's harp 
gained him friendly access to the court of Saul, and 
Alfred's harp helped him to discover the camp and 
plans of the Danes. David wrote psalms for his peo- 
ple, and Alfred translated the great classics for the 
English, 

Each won the recognition of his kingly dignity by 
his own prowess; David defeating the Amalekites, 
and Alfred the Danes. And each was a leader of 
God's people against pagans; David for the Jews, 
and Alfred for the Christians, being the instrument in 
God's hand for displacing idolatry by a true worship. 
Each captured a capital for himself. David finally 
took the very citadel of Jerusalem from the Jebusites, 
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A Two-Le 
By C. R. Blackall, D.D., Editor 


T MUST be frankly admitted that the Sunday- 
school problem of to-day is exceptionally compli- 
cated. By the time present difficulties are solved, 

others will doubtless be in full swing for solution by the 
next generation. Those of the present need not be 
regarded as disheartening or impossible of removal, yet 
desired changes will be brought about only by means 
of a possibly tedious process of education, not wholly 
welcome to those under instruction. It is clearly 
evident that the slower methods of evolution will 
prove more effective than revolution; the former 
develops, while the latter too often destroys. 

The field is wide, the workers many; no agency 
yet devised has sufficed to elevate a mass so great as 
the Sunday-school workers of the world. From 
numerous centers, however, the lifting has steadily 
continued, the results being, for the most part, satis- 
factory. The progress gained during the last decade 
was greater than during the half-century preceding. 
Agitation has borne better fruit even than was hoped 
for. Educational principles are more widely and 
fully recognized and applied in the Sunday-school, 
not less than in the day-school. Tolerance is dis- 
placing opposition. Prejudice is yielding to reason. 
Conservative leaders are discovering that radical plans 
are not without value. Professional teachers of the 
highest grade, and practical workers of largest expe- 
rience, are joining hands for the common good, each 
class learning from the other, and all seeking the 
same result, though by somewhat diverse paths. 

ee 

A full sweep of the vast field brings to view an im- 
mense force of purely voluntary workers, whose un- 
doubtedly good intentions are halted by numerous 
limitations. Over against large and exacting require- 
ments are small capacities, little exact special training, 
and few opportunities for self-culture. Of the spirit- 
ual soil they are expected to cultivate, their knowledge 
is extremely small. Of the Book they are set to teach, 
they have confused conceptions, for the most part. 
In their hands, it is like a finely-tempered tool that 
may do harm rather than good when used unskilfully. 
Worst of all, the larger number are without earnest 
desire or purpose to make of themselves workmen that 
need not be ashamed, ‘ handling aright [or rightly 
dividing] the word of truth."’ ‘Rhey seem satisfied to 
go through the form of teaching without its power, 
indulging in mere cramming for preparation, instead 
of giving themselves to honest and developing study. 

We note that this vast body of workers, for very 
good reasons, hold steadily to the time-honored plan 
of one uniform Scripture lesson for all schools and all 
grades ; the International Association refusing official 





Editor’s Note.—Dr. Blackall will follow this article by an- 
other, in an early issue, outlining a definite plan for putting 
into effect the method here described. 
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and then, enlarging and strengthening the city, made 
it the seat of his kingdom, ‘‘ Beautiful for situation, 
... the city of the great King.'’ Alfred recaptured 
London from the Danes, and rebuilt its battered walls, 
whereupon ‘‘all the Angels turned to him that were 
not in bondage of Danish men,"' and London became 
the capital of England. 

At the close of a vigorous reign, each gave his son, 
the heir-apparent, a solemn charge, pitched in the 
same lofty key, expressed in the same noble simpli- 
city and strength. Compare these extracts : 


DAVID TO SOLOMON 
B.C. 1014 


ALFRED TO EDWARD 
A.D. gor 


“And keep the charge of 
the Lord thy God, to walk in 
his ways, to keep his statutes, 
and his commandments, and 
his judgments, and his testi- 
monies, as it is written in the 
law of Moses, that thou may- 
est prosper in all that thou 
doest, and whithersoever thou 
turnest thyself.’ 


‘IT pray thee, my dear 
child, be a father to thy peo- 
ple... . Govern thyself by 
law. Then shall the Lord 
love thee, and God himself 
shall be thy reward. Call 
thou upon Him to advise 
thee in all thy need, and he 
shall help thee to compass 
all thy desire."’ 


No wonder they were alike, for Alfred, we are told, 
‘¢in moments of gloom found comfort in the music of 
the Psalms.’’ 

And so these two good men passed away. Each 
may be called the father of his country, the founder 
of its greatness, and each, King David and King Al- 
fred, was ‘‘a man after God's own heart.’’ 

York, Pa. 
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sson Plan 


of the American Baptist Publication Society 


endorsement of any other lesson plan, though author- 
izing its Lesson Committee to prepare a two-year 
Beginners’ Course as optional, leaving the way entirely 
open for independent action by publishing houses 
with regard to other courses of lessons. Meanwhile 
there is a clearly-defined consciousness of a lack in 
the teaching plan that may be met by other lessons, 
of a general or specific character, without essentially 
disturbing the uniform lessons. There is also a well- 
grounded conviction that not one teacher in ten, or 
perhaps not one in a hundred, of the present force 
could successfully grapple with the larger and more 
difficult questions that would be included in such 
added courses ; and that an effort to combine the two 
distinct lines of teaching would almost inevitably end 
in failure. Withal, there is a painful certainty that 
ignorance of the Bible in its entirety is lamentably 
prevalent. 
wi 

Now, how can we conserve the present lesson plan, 
which is marked by so much that is eminently worthy 
and so generally accepted, and yet accomplish the 
wider results desired ? How shall we accentuate the 
instruction side of the work without interfering with 
the evangelistic, to which the first must be subordi- 
nated ? How shall we preserve the unity of the school 
with the church, and build up its members in doctri- 
nal tenets whereby the next generation shall be intel- 
ligent believers, staunch and true? How shall we 
gain time for additional teaching work along distinctly 
defined lines necessarily different from those of the 
International series ? 

Perhaps the answer is not far to seek. A hint 
comes from the subdivided primary class, with its 
smaller lessons by the junior teacher and the larger 
lesson by its superintendent. The way has also been 
blazed for us by the introduction of ‘*‘ Supplemental 
Lessons,’’ though these have not been an entire suc- 
cess. Are we ready for yet further advance, adopting a 
correlation, perhaps, of certain admitted good points in 
previous efforts? ‘*Come,... and let us reason to- 
gether.”’ 

Two distinct lessons might be taught at each session 
of the school. The first lesson might occupy from 
fifteen to twenty minutes, according to the require- 
ments of the subject; and this would be known as 
the ‘‘General Lesson,’’ because it would be taught to 
the whole school, by the best expert available, —pas- 
tor, superintendent, one inside or outside of the school, 
but always a person of recognized ability. ‘These les- 
sons should be planned in short, distinct series, cov- 
ering the whole range of biblical study and related 
topics. It would include comprehensive views of 
each of the several sections of the Bible, setting forth 
the general plan and purpose of each, and the rela- 
tions of its parts. The school would learn, for in- 
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stance, that the Old Testament sets forth clearly the 
thought of preparation for Christ. The Christ would 
be traced from Genesis to Malachi. The interweav- 
ing of the Old Testament with the New would produce 
fresh delight in the world’s best classic. It would be 
demonstrated that the present-day problems of life 
are not new, but have been worked out more or less 
fully in the world’s earlier life. Not to go into fur- 
ther details at this point, the marvelous unity of the 
Book would appear in a way to attract and retain in- 
terest and to strengthen faith. 

Then there would be summaries of individual books 
of the Bible ; historical geography, which has life far 
beyond the dead story of tribal possessions and at- 
tainments ; Jewish history in its theocratic and politi- 
cal relations and its acted parables ; there would also 
be summaries of doctrines, perhaps with biographical 
sketches of their best exponents ; the method would 
wisely combine the lecture and the catechetical form. 
The teacher would studiously avoid the hortatory fea- 
tures that belong especially to evangelistic work. The 
advantages of short courses rather than continuous 
lessons are obvious. Of necessity the work would 
have to be of high grade, which does not mean that it 
would not appeal to pupils of average intelligence. 
It would not be wearying, but only a source of pleas- 
ure, if well done. Schools that are pecuniarily able 
to command the services of eminent teachers would 
gain immense profit ; two schools might unite in pro- 
viding for any necessary cost involved in such selec- 
tion, the time for instruction being mutually arranged. 
It is believed that in every church at least one person 
could be found competent to acceptably teach these 
‘«General Lessons."’ 

The second and principal lesson would, of course, 
be the regular uniform selection, the time allotted to 
this being from twenty-five to thirty minutes. Teach. 
ers seldom care for more than half an hour with their 
classes, and at this time the heart-to-heart work with 
pupils could be accomplished. Freed from necessity 
for the close study required by details of the first les- 
son, teachers of classes could do more successful evan- 
gelistic and spiritual work. Thus would be preserved 
all the advantages of the one uniform lesson plan, and 
at the same time the general teaching work would be 
upon a higher level. 

If this two-lesson plan were adopted, the order of 
service in the school would readily be adapted to it. 
If the session were limited to one hour, forty minutes 
could be allotted to the lessons, and twenty minutes to 
the opening and closing exercises, including a ‘* rest 
hymn"’ between the lessons. If the session has at 
command an hour and a half, fifty minutes could well 
be given to the two lessons, leaving forty minutes for 
other purposes. This would make a far better appor- 
tionment than schools usually adopt. For special 
occasions, when time is required for learning new 
music, etc., the ‘‘General Lesson’’ would probably 
be omitted. For schools that are so fortunately situ- 
ated that the several departments are segregated, the 
plan might not be necessary. Such schools, however, 
are few in number. 

This two-lesson plan has been suggested at several 
recent Sunday-school conventions, and has invariably 
awakened profound interest. Brethren have thought 
that the adoption of it would help remove some of 
the difficulties which now confront our schools. The 
brief ‘‘Supplemental Lessons'’ hitherto used do not 
seem to meet present requirements. A regular and 
more permanent plan, one that will not weary or over- 
tax the school, yet that is thorough at all points in the 
development of biblical facts and truths, apart from 
those that appear in the usual uniform lesson, seems to 
be urgently demanded. Perhaps the suggestions in this 
article may serve to point the way to a genuine advance, 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Use the Subpena on Sumnier Absentees ! 


If an ordinary invitation will not bring in sum- 
mer absentees on Rally Day, it is safe to say thata 
summons served on them will do the work. Ken- 
dall B. Castle subpenaed the members of Park Avenue 
Baptist Bible School of the city of Rochester, last 
year, with gratifying results. A Bible-school social 
was held on the Friday evening preceding, and the 
command was ‘‘that you bring and produce at the 
times aforesaid certain friends and acquaintances of 
yours not connected with any other Bible school, and 
all other deeds, evidences, and writings which you 
have in your custody or power concerning the prem- 
ises. And for a failure to attend you will be deemed 
guilty of a contempt, and liable to pay all losses and 
damages thereby by the parties aggrieved, and forfeit 
jifty dollars in addition thereto !"’ 


































































































A 


rasay * 











Robbie and the Star 
By Helen E. Middlebrook 


BRIGHT, rosy-cheeked boy sat with a dissatis- 
fied look, gazing skyward, ‘Oh, dear !’’ he 
sighed. ‘*‘Why wasn’t I a little star? Boys 

have to go to school, and mind their mothers, and go 
to bed just when they want to stay and watch the 
stars. 1 should so love to be up there, with nothing 
to do but twinkle and shine. I think they sit up all 
night, too,’’ he added, with another sigh. Then the 
queerest thing happened. While Robbie still watched 
the little star, it seemed to come nearer and nearer, 
until it entered the room and shone bright and daz- 
zling by his side. 

Then the star said: ‘*I have watched you many 
times playing here, and envied you because you have 
more to make you happy. You have your dear papa 
and mama, and toys and books, and loving friends, 
while I am all alone up in the sky—just a star. So 
to-night, when I heard your wish, I was glad, for we 
can exchange. Would you be a star?’’ 

‘Yes! yes !’’ exclaimed Robbie. ‘‘I would much 
rather be a star than a boy.’’ 

Then the star came still closer and touched him 
gently, and instantly Robbie began floating through 
the air. As he rose slowly and felt the cool breezes, 
Robbie laughed delightedly. He was up above the 
housetops and trees, and then the lights of the city 
grew dim. As he looked back at the window into his 
home, he saw his mother put her arm about a little 
boy and kiss him, Then she took him on her lap, 
and Robbie knew she was telling him the regular 
good-night story. He almost wished he had not 
changed places with the star. But an invisible power 
seemed to draw him swiftly upward until he reached 
a certain place in the blue heavens. He wanted to 
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run about among the other stars and see what they 
were made of, and if they were all alike, as they 
looked to be from the earth, but the power, which he 
could only feel, held him to his place. He could 
twinkle, shine, and glow all night, and that was all. 
He learned that even the stars obey. He looked sor- 
rowfully earthward, and thought how happy he would 
be to climb into his mother’s lap once more. He 
was so lonely in the sky. As he looked, a big cloud 
slowly spread its black face between him and _ his 
former home. He could see flashes of lightning, 
and imagined he heard thunder, which frightened 
him. So he cried out in a very pitiful little voice : 
‘«O Star! Star! Won't you please come and take 
me home? I'll never want to be anything but my 
mama’s little boy again, and I'll never, never cry 
when I am told to go to bed.’’ 

Then the cloud parted, and in its place was a 
beautiful bright light, that seemed to come nearer 
and nearer as he looked. The light changed from 
red to orange, then to purple, then to blue, and many 
other colors, until it was only a fleecy white mist, 
which grew thinner and thinner, when, to Robbie's 
astonishment, the cloud was one no longer, but a 
shining maiden, with long, floating, yellow hair, and 
a bright, dazzling face which smiled kindly upon 
him, while she said in a low, sweet voice: ‘‘ Dear 
Robbie, I am the star you have so long loved and 
envied. I changed places with you to teach you the 
lesson our kind heavenly Father wished you to learn. 
He knows where we can do the most good. We all 
have a work to do, and by doing it cheerfully, will- 
ingly, we grow to be good, useful and happy.’’ 

The maiden vanished as she ceased speaking. A 
wild fear filled Robbie's breast. Was he to be left in 
the sky? He reached out his arms and tried to fol- 
low her,—there was a fall, and Robbie’s mama 
came running in to find him lying on the floor, rub- 
bing his eyes and looking very much surprised at see- 
ing her. He jumped up quickly, and, throwing his 
little arms around her neck, he held her tight and said : 

‘‘Mama! mama! I love you most of any- 
thing in the world, and I'll never bea naughty boy 
again.”’ 

NEw York CIty. 
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A Brighter Day for the Beginners 


By Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes, International Primary and Junior Secretary 


I. The Movement, and What It Means 


- Ta New Two-Year Course of Bible Lessons 
Jor Beginners ts now ready.”’ 

Did you ever wait ten years for something 
very near and dear to you?) No,—better say, Did you 
ever work patiently, sacrificing time and money, for 
a purely unselfish object, and then get it after ten 
years? Did you? ‘Then you can appreciate how 
the workers among the younger children of the Sun- 
day-school regard the above announcement. 

The desire for special lessons for the young chil- 
dren is not a new one. In 1894 the International 
Primary Department appealed to the Lesson Com- 
mittee for such a course ; it was granted, and in 1896 
the first year of the course appeared in The Sunday 
School Times. But the course was used by few. 

The International Primary Department continued 
its activity, and the next Lesson Committee ap- 
pointed a sub-committee on the matter. Then began 
a season of systematic experimentation by the New 
Jersey primary workers through their state association. 
They ‘‘were a unit in their conviction that the Sun- 
day-schools of America must stand together, and that 
no separate courses independent of the International 
Lesson Committee should come in to divide the 
forces." Convinced also that private courses pro- 
tected by a copyright were not what was needed, they 
issued, at their own expense, a two-year course of 
Bible lessons, leaving the specifications free, and 
working along such lines as would aid the Lesson 
Committee in its work. This was done with the 
knowledge of the Lesson Committee, and with its 
sanction. As a result, hundreds of schools adopted 
the lessons, and from this experiment valuable results 
were obtained. Best of all, perhaps, they created a 
demand which was soon felt by the denominations. 





Editor’s Note.—Mrs. Barnes will follow this article shortly 
with practical suggestions on how to use the new Bible Les- 
sons for Beginners. The Times has now ready for use the 
first three months of the new course, with teaching hints by 
George H. Archibald, in pamphlet form (10 cents). 


In 1901 the sub-committee, at the suggestion of the 
Editorial Association, issued a one-year course, The 
International Primary Department, believing that 
the results of previous experiments had proven a two- 
year course to be preferable, and also that the course 
could be improved, introduced into the Denver Con- 
vention (1902) a resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted, that the new Lesson Committee prepare an 
entirely new two-year course. 

And now it is here. 

But don’t forget that it is an entirely xew course ; 
it is not the one-year course of 1901 merely added to ; 
itis NEW. So many have misunderstood this point 
that it is thus emphasized here. 


Why Is the New Course Needed ? 


No psychologist is needed to prove that a little 
child needs different spiritual food from an adult, 
but why a different course of Bible lessons for the 
little ones from those used for children of six, seven, 
and eight years of age, might well be asked by super- 
intendents and teachers. The following are some of 
the reasons urged : 

1. A child of four or five is unlike one of six, 
seven, or eight in its physical, mental, and spiritual 
nature. In these early years, the rapid growth of the 
brain makes it necessary to guard against over-stimu- 
lation ; too many impressions must not be given. 
Physical fatigue must be guarded against, so the les- 
sons must be brief, and the entire exercises must be 
different from those planned for the older children. 
The little child has a very limited vocabulary, and 
still more limited experiences, upon which all teach- 
ing must be based. 

2. It is the time for laying foundations ; that is, 
giving experiences which shall develop feeling and 
make impressions,—such experiences as shall later 
interpret what otherwise would be strange and un- 
intelligible. 

3. The spiritual nature develops according to fixed 
laws, and a knowledge that spiritual truths can be best 
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presented by lessons and methods based upon the 
laws of growth of soul, mind, and heart. 

4. In teaching, an inner want must be created be- 
fore that fact or truth is given. Thus, in presenting 
new truths or developing those already in his posses- 
sion, we proceed from the known to the unknown, 
from the simple to the complex, from the concrete to 
the abstract. These laws should be observed in all 
teaching ; but with the young children, their scarcity 
of known facts and experiences makes it necessary to 
apply these principles to the selection of the material 
itself, and not alone to the development of single les- 
sons. One lesson must therefore pave the way for 
the next one; that is, create a necessity for it. 

5. Still another reason urged was that children of 
six, seven, and eight are not receiving the help which 
ought to come to them, because they possess no foun- 
dation of general teaching on foundation points. It 
was therefore felt that, if foundation truths could be 
imparted to the youngest children, their immediate 
needs would not only be supplied, but the possibility 
of their receiving proper nurture in the next grades 
would be increased. 


How Has It Been Constructed ? 


The Lesson Committee has ever been ready to 
receive advice and suggestion, and all the workers in 
the land have had abundant opporiunity to help. 

The following are some of the principles upon 
which the Committee has based the new course. 


1. It should not be arranged either chronologically or his- 
torically. 

2. The purpose or underlying aim of the course should be to 
reveal to the child the fundamental truths concerning God, in- 
cluding his relations to us and ours to him, as well as our rela- 
tions to each other. This not by abstract statements, but by 
story material. 

3. The course should consist of lessons grouped by themes, 
paying no attention to periods of time (that is, not arranged 
by quarters). The length of each theme to depend on the 
topic and its treatment. 

4. One theme should create a need for the following theme. 

5. In developing a theme, it is necessary that it be devel- 
oped from the particular to the general. This necessitates 
several lessons under a theme, as there must be first the 
exemplification, then the generalization and application. 

6. When the same subject is introduced in different places, 
there should always be a progression from the lower to the 
higher plane. 

7. As this is not a memory period, but a time for deep im- 
pressions, a golden text should not of necessity accompany 
each lesson. Neither Should one golden text be made to 
suffice for a group of lessons if it should compel a forcing of 
the text to fit the lessons. 

8. While the material should be story material (concrete), 
the course is not to be a mere succession of Bible stories, but 
each story selected because it contains within itself the truth 
desired for the theme. 

g. The course should be outlined for two years of time. 


The Lesson Committee has endeavored to outline 
the course based on certain fundamental principles. 
That the course is perfect, no one claims ; years of 
practical experimentation alone can prove what is 
best. It may be well to remember that the best of 
outlines may be spoiled by the exposition, and for 
this the Lesson Committee must not be held re- 
sponsible, 


What Shall We Expect of It? 


1. Every school using not only the course for 
beginners, but doing other special work for these 
beginners in church life. At Denver last year, when 
the Editorial Association was trying to ascertain if 
the Beginners’ Course was in use, the question was 
put first to those schools numbering five hundred and 
over. A gentleman at once arose, and said: ‘‘I] am 
a superintendent of a Union school on the plains 
numbering thirty-five, and we use the Beginners’ 
Course. One child in my school is as worthy of the 
best as if he belonged to a school of five hundred.’’ 
And he was right. 

2. A new era in teacher-training. Already the 
unions for the improvement of the work in the ele- 
mentary grades are making plans for a section for the 
teachers of these beginners. Special lessons in child- 
study, with special reference to these youngest chil- 
dren, is now demanded in the unions. 

3. A new set of teachers in our schools, whose ex- 
periences will become invaluable to us because of 
their close touch with child-life, and their opportunity 
to experiment with adapted material, instead of be- 
ing compelled to use their energies in adapting 
material, 

4. Perhaps not least of all, an awakened interest 
in the ‘religious life of the youngest children, —an 
interest which shall teach us many things. A whole 
new field for work has opened before us. 

Surely a brighter day has dawned for the little 
children. 

Newark, N, J. 
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Lesson 13. September 27. Third Quarterly Review 


(Read Psa. 8, 19, 27.) 








Golden Text: The Lord is my light and my salvation.—Psa. 27 : 1. 


Lesson Calendar 


1. July 5.—Israel Asking fora King. ........ 1 Sam. 8 : 1-10 
2. July 12.—Saul Chosen King .........- 1 Sam. 10 : 17-27 
3- jul 19.—Samuel’s Farewell Address ...... 1 Sam, 12 : 13-25 
4. July 26.—Saul Rejected as King ........ 1 Sam. 15 : 13-23 
5. August 2.—Samuel Anoints David ....... 1 Sam, 16 : 4-13 
6. August 9.—Davidand Goliath .... . 1 Sam. 17 : 38-49 
7. August 16.—Saul Tries to Kill David ..... . 1 Sam. 18: 5-16 
8. August 23.—David and Jonathan. ....... 1 Sam. 20 : 12-23 
9. August 30.—David Spares Saul. .... 1 Sam, 26 : 5-12, 21-25 
xo. September 6.—Death of Saul and Jonathan . . . 1 Sam. 31 : 1-13 
11. September 13.—David Becomes King ....... 2 Sam. 2: 1-10 
12. September 20.—Abstinence from Evil : Temper- 

DO 5 6s 6 done ee Oe ee RS ° x Pet. 4: 1-11 

13. September 27.—Review. 

x. October 4.—David Brings up the Ark... ... .2Sam.6: 1-12 
2. October 11.—God’s Covenant with David. ... . 2 Sam. 7: 4-16 
3. October 18.—David’s Confession. ..... . o + « FOR. Ot feng 
4. October 25.—David’s Joy over Forgiveness. ....... Psa. 32 
5. November 1.—David and Absalom. ....... 2 Sam, 15 : 1-12 
6. November 8.—David’s Grief over Absalom. . . 2 Sam. 18 : 24-33 

. November 15.—David’s TrustinGod........ rot. Ss 
4 November 22.—The Curse of Strong Drink : World’s 

Temperance Lesson. . . . . . . Prov, 20:1 ; 23 : 20, 21, 29-35 

9. November 29.—David’s Charge to Solomon . . 1 Chron, 28 ; 1-10 
10. December 6.—Solomon’s Wise Choice. .... . 1 Kings 3 : 4-15 
11. December 13.—The Dedication of the 


a) eer eae ee 1 Kings 8 : 1-11, 62, 63 


—eh wees 1 Kings 10: 1-10 
Van Matt. 2: 3-12 


12. December inal Solomon. . - 
| Or, The Birth of Christ 
13. December 27.—Review. £ 


The great wrongs of this life bring out its great 
rights. 

















When a man's ways displease the Lord, even his 
Jriends are at war with him. 
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Titles and Golden Texts 
I. ISRAEL ASKING FOR A KING, 


Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him 
only.—s Sam. 7 : 3. 
2. SAUL CHOSEN KING. 
The Lord is our King; he will save us.—/sa. 33 : 22. 
3. SAMUEL’S FAREWELL ADDRESS, 
Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with 
all your heart.—z Sam, 12 : 24. 
4. SAUL REJECTED AS KING, 
To obey is better than sacrifice.-—1 Sam. 15 : 22. 
5. SAMUEL ANOINTS DAVID. 
Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart.—,z Sam. 16: 7. 
6. DAVID AND GOLIATH. 
If God be for us, who can be against us ?—Rom. 
G? of. 
7. SAUL TRIES TO KILL DAVID. 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble.—/Psa. 46 : 1. 
8. DAVID AND JONATHAN. 


There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. 
—Prov. 18 : 24. 


9. DAVID SPARES SAUL, 

Love your enemies, do good to them which hate 
you.—Luke 6: 27. 

10. DEATH OF SAUL AND JONATHAN, 

There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; 
but the end thereof are the ways of death.—Prov. 
Yee: X 

II, DAVID BECOMES KING. 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 

to dwell together in unity !—/ sa. 133: 7. 
12. ABSTINENCE FROM EVIL. 

Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess.— EDA, 
J ¢ £6. 

13. REVIEW. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation.—Psa. 
a7 : ft. 

% 

The country ought to be rg when God guides 
the convention and provides the candidate. 
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Review Lesson Outline 
By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


Ideals of God’s Kingdom 

Lesson 1. Loyalty: _ 

Rejected me, ... should not be king (1 Sam. 8: 7, 8). 
I will not rule :... Jehovah shall rule (Judg. 8 : 23). 
Thou art King of Israel (John 1: 49). 
Lesson 2. Humility : 

Could not be found. ... Hid himself (1 Sam. 10: 21, 22). 
Hath he respect unto the lowly (Psa. 138 : 6). 
Humble himself as. . . little child (Matt. 18 : 4). 
Lesson 3. Reverence : 

Fear Jehovah, and serve him (1 Sam. 12: 14, 15). 
Fear Jehovah thy God, ... love him (Deut. 10: 12), 
Let a'l the earth fear Jehovah (Psa. 33 : 8). 
Lese »n 4. Obedience : 

Wherefore then didst thou not obey ? (1 Sam. 15 : 18, 19.) 
Obey my voice,... keep my covenant (Exod. 19: 5). 
Jehovah our God will we serve (Josh. 24 : 24). 


a ad 


Lesson 5. Spirituality : 
Spirit of Jehovah came. . 


. upon David (1 Sam. 16: 13). 


Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him (Isa. 11 : 1, 2). 
Have put my Spirit upon him (Isa. 42: 1), 
Lesson 6. Faith : 

_1n the name of Jehovah of hosts (1 Sam. 17 : 45). 
Trust in Jehovah . . . as mount Zion (Psa. 125 : 1), 


Taking up the shield of faith (Eph. 6: 
Lesson 7. Fidelity : 

David behaved himself wisely (1 Sam. 18 : 14). 
The faithful and wise servant (Matt. 24 : 45-47). 
Faithful in a very little... in much (Luke 16: 10). 
Lesson 8. Brotherly Kindness : 

The lovingkindness of Jehovah (1 Sam. 20 : 14-16). 
Love thy neighbor as thyself (Mark 12 : 31). 

Abound in love one toward another (1 Thess. 3: 12). 
Lesson 9. Forgiveness : 

David said, ... Destroy him not (1 Sam. 26:9). 
I say, .. . Love your enemies (Matt. 5 : 44). 

Not rendering evil for evil (1 Pet. 3 : 9). 
Lesson 10. Gratitude : 


The inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead (1 Sam, 31 : 11-13). 
Ye shall have deliverance (1 Sam. 11 : 9-11). 
What shall I render unto Jehovah ? (Psa. 116: 12.) 


16). 


Lesson 11. Prayerfulness : 

David inquired of Jehovah (2 Sam. 2: 1). 
Hearken unto the voice of my cry (Psa. 5 : 1-3). 
I love Jehovah, because he heareth (Psa. 116: 1, 2). 
Lesson 12. Purity: 


No longer... to the lusts of men (1 Pet. 4: 2-4). 
Clean hands, and a pure heart (Psa. 24 : 3-5). 
Whatsoever things are pure (Phil. 4: 8). 


+ 4 


A stone winged by God ts mightier than a spear 
wielded by a giant. 





If it is known that a ready-made review such as 
Smith's Review for the Third Quarter will be used in 
the Sunday-school, there will not be that falling off in 
attendance which has been noticed by superintendents 
on Review Sunday. $1 a hundred, postpaid. 











ro 


Laying Sure Foundations for God’s Kingdom 


By Alexander 


AMUEL was getting old, his sons were bad, the 
Philistines were formidable. So the elders had 

a good deal to say for themselves when they 
hankered after a king. We all have just the same 
thing to say for ourselves when we hanker after 
somethiig more ‘‘ solid”’ than God’s promise to give 
us an unseen protection and guidance. And we are 
just as really rejecting God in thus hankering as the 
elders were. We cannot have two objects of trust, 
and to cling to the visible means to let go the unseen. 

In Lesson 2, there is a last appeal to Israel to forgo 
their desire for a king. God is patient in his love 
and effort to save us from our perverse choices, and 
will not give up hoping till we irrevocably take the 
plunge. The king given was the sort of king de- 
sired. The only qualities mentioned in Saul are his 
stature and his bravery. Thews and sinews, a first- 
rate fighting man,—that was what the people wanted. 
They got him, and were left to find out how much 
good he would do them. So we are taught by expe- 
rience the folly of our desires. She is an effectual 
schoolmistress, but her fees are high. 

Lesson 3 gives an old prophet’s warnings for a new 
era. The history of Israel had proved that obedience 
brings prosperity, and disobedience calamity. The 
new monarchy will not alter that connection. It is 
true of America and England. The people's terror 
at the ‘‘sign” led to a shallow, untrustworthy re- 
pentance, which passed as soon as the thunder was 
no more heard. Only on love is true, lasting repent- 
ance built. The ‘‘fear’’ which leads to service in 
truth with all our hearts, must rest on the remem- 
brance of ‘‘ how great things he hath done for you.” 

In Lesson 4, Saul's rejection seems, at first sight, 
a precipitate and terribly severe punishment for one 
offense. But the one offense is like the inch of water- 
weed floating on the lake, and betraying yards of the 
same down in the depths. It was but a small symp- 
tom of a deep-seated disease. He was rejected be- 
cause he had already in heart rejected God ; and 
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the heart which had rejected God, not the one act, 
was the reason for God's rejecting him. 

Lesson 5 shows us the king after God's heart, in 
contrast with the dark portrait of the king after 
man’s heart. The choice of David emphasizes the 
principle that with God the first is last, and the last 
first. It teaches, too, what are the true qualifications 
for authority. Not such as had marked out Saul, 
and such as Samuel had noted, with inclination to 
choose him, in Eliab; but moral and religious excel- 
lence are the qualifications for God’s king, and 
though mingled with many faults in David, and no 
doubt needing sorrow to develop as well as to prune 
them, they were there. 

Lesson 6 teaches how God’s soldiers should fight. 
David and Goliath represent the combatants in an 
age-long and world-wide duel. God’s soldiers are to 
be equipped, not with the world’s weapons and 
armor, which only stifle them, but with the sling, 
which seems so weak, and is far more powerful than 
these. God's soldiers should go into the fight with 
confidence. They have ‘‘the Name” to rely on. 
The feeblest man with it to back him is more than a 
match for an army of Goliaths. The end of David's 
fight is the end of all battlesfor God. We mayseem 
to be defeated, as Jesus was, but he said, ‘‘I have 
overcome the world” at the very hour when he ap- 
peared hopelessly beaten. 

In Lesson 7, we see Saul’s gradual sinking, and 
David's steady rising. The main point to note is 
that Saul made himself fit to be ‘‘ possessed.” To 
let our baser nature have its full fling is to open the 
door wide for the devil. Any evil passion indulged 
without control gains mastery and ruins a soul. 
Side by side with Saul’s growing awe and sense of 
being God-forsaken is David’s growing prosperity 
and favor. The two processes, taken in connection, 
reveal the awful possibilities of descent or ascent in 
each of us. We may endlessly be going upward ; 
if not, we are endlessly going downward. And no 
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eye can see the height or depth to which a soul may 
attain. 

Jonathan's love, as shown in Lesson 8, touches the 
very highest point of self-surrender, and is the typi- 
cal example of what all love should be, both love to 
men and love to God. His does what ours should 
do. It sinks all thought of personal advantage; it is 
glad to fall into the background, and to strip itself of 
its most precious things as gifts to the beloved. It 
delights to decrease that the beloved may increase. 
It owns a deeper bond than that uniting to kindred. 
It knows no envy. It rests on deep consciousness 
of Jehovah's presence, seeks his consecration, and 
models itself after ‘‘ Jehovah's lovingkindness.”’ 

In Lesson 9, we have David's forbearing love, side 
by side with Saul’s fruitless remorse. David could 
be tierce and savage, but now he listens to the nobler 
impulses, and rises to the level of New Testament 
morality long before Jesus said, ‘‘ Love your ene- 
mies.” Saul’s remorse was as paroxysmal, as furious, 
and as sure to foam itself away, as all his other pas- 
sions, except his mad hatred of David. Remorse is 
not repentance. His words reveal a strange, terrible 
chaos of contradictory beliefs and intentions whirl- 
ing around in his soul. He blesses David, and yet 
is hunting him to death, He knows that he will fail 
to kill him, but yet cannot stop trying todoit. He 
knows that he is fighting against God’s will, and that 
it is useless, but the knowledge has no effect in 
changing his course. How many of us are doing 
much the same thing ! 

In Lesson 10, the tragedy of Saul is complete. All 
has gone now,—honor, military reputation, sons, 
kingdom, everything; and his gloomy soul made the 
gloomy resolve that life should go too, Note the be- 
ginning of his fall. It was self-will putting itself 
above God's commandment. The progress down- 
wards had been through obstinate, reiterated deter- 
minations not to yield, and an entire abnegation of 
control over his evil passions. So he ends a suicide. 
He had slain his soul by his years of resistance to 
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God ; he slew his body at last on the field of Gilboa. 
And this desperate self-murderer had had the Spirit 
of Jehovah coming mightily upon him, and had been 
‘turned into another man.” Let Christians take 
warning ! 

In Lesson 11, three events are mentioned: David's 
removal to Hebron, and recognition there as king ; 
his message to Jabesh-gilead; and the setting up of 
a rival kingdom. The removal to Hebron was a 
claim to be king, and that when to be king meant 
danger and struggle, not honor or dignity or ease. 
Are we as willing to claim posts of danger or struggle 
as places of ease? David did not resolve till he had 
asked God to reveal his will. Our plans should not 
be hardened into decisions till we ask God what he 
has to say to them. David’s kingdom was a very 
small affair, Was that all that the great promise 
meant ? God's great things always begin so. The 
message to Jabesh-gilead was partly the spontaneous 
impulse of David's love for Saul and Jonathan, and 
partly a statesmanlike attempt to detach valuable 
allies from Ish-bosheth’s kingdom. It would have 
been much for David to have had a foothold in the 
north, but he does not seem to have succeeded in 
winning over the men of Jabesh, whose gratitude to 
Saul would bind them tohis son. The rival kingdom 
covered much more ground than David's did. It 
probably indicates the existence of the cleft between 
north and south, which was to lead to the ill-omened 
secession of the north under Jeroboam. God’s king- 
dom begins small, has to fight for existence and for 
increase, ‘‘ waxes stronger and stronger” slowly but 
surely, while its rival dwindles by degrees, and will 
at last be overthrown and forgotten, while the King 
of the house of David will rule over ail the earth for- 
ever and ever. 

MANCHESTER, ENG. 


Nursing malice to another we nurture misery 
Sor ourselves, 
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How to Illustrate the Lesson 
By Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 


From the Circus to the Pulpit 


HE Lord is my light and my salvation (Golden 
Text, Lesson 13). Many years ago a cheap 
traveling show came to Scranton, Pennsylvania. 

Among the performers was a drunken negro named 
Joe, whose business it was to dance on broken glass 
and burning coals, singing, howling, and turning 
handsprings. No lower type of man, apparently, 
could be found. But one stormy night, when the 
attendance at the show was small, somebody took 
him, drunk as he was, to a quiet room, and there 
talked to him and one or two other outcasts, of their 
wasted lives, and of Christ who could help them. 
Joe was sobered and awed. He listened in silence, 
and the next morning gave up his place in the show. 
Coming back to the little mission house, he begged 
humbly for a chance to lead a different life. His 
friend set him to work. A little later he sent him to 
Mr. Moody's Training School in Chicago. His grand- 
father had come from the Congo, and Joe knew the 
language. He has now been inthe heart of Africa 
for many years, preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ 
with great success tohisown people. Christ is a light 
that can shine into the darkest heart. 


The Time for Obedience 

To obey is better than sacrifice (Golden Text, Les- 
son 4). A ship was breaking to pieces on the rocks. 
A life-boat came as near as it dared for rescue. A 
woman stood on the tossing deck prepared to leap 
for her life. ‘The captain of the life-boat was waiting 
to receive her, but there was a watery gulf between. 
He told her to leap when the wave rose high above 
the rock, and it would float her safely to the life- 
boat, but not to leap when the rock was bare, as she 
would then be dashed to pieces. At length the mo- 
ment came ; he called to her to leap; the flood was 
high; it was perfectly safe. She hesitated; she held 
back, and then she ventured to the edge, but it was 
too late, and she was lost. She did not obey at the 
moment of command. Are you obeying the com- 
mand of God? ‘‘ To-day is the day of salvation.” 


**A Tight Hold on Papa’s Hand” 


If God be for us, who can be against us ? (Golden 
Text, Lesson 6.) A recent writer tells this story: 
The patter of little feet on my office floor, and aglad 
voice exclaiming, ‘‘ Papa, I’se come to ‘scort you 
home !” made known to me the presence of my six- 
year-old darling, who often came at that hour ‘to 
take me home,” as she said. Soon we were going 
hand-in-hand on the homeward way. ‘‘ Now, papa, 
let's play I was a poor little blind girl, and you must 
let me hold your hand tight, and you lead me along 
and tell me where to step, and how to go.” So the 
merry blue eyes were shut tight, and we began. 
‘* Now step up, now down,” and so on till we safely 


arrived, and the darling was nestling in my arms, 
saying gleefully, ‘‘ Wasn't it nice, papa, I never 
peeped once.” ‘‘ But,” said mama, ‘didn’t you feel 
afraid you'd fall, dear?” With a look of trusting 
love, came the answer: ‘‘Oh, no, mama; I had a 
tight hold of papa’s hand, and I knew he would take 
me safely over the hard places.” 

*‘A Very Present Help”’ 

A very present help in trouble (Golden Text, 
Lesson 7). Mrs. Hannah Whitall Smith says: ‘I 
remember once, when I felt the need of a great stock 
of patience, to meet an emergency that was coming 
upon me, and thought I would be obliged to pray for 
a long time in order to lay up enough. I think I ex- 
pected to have something after the nature of a pack- 
age of patience, done up and labeled ‘ Patience,’ and 
deposited in my heart. It was one night, and I was 
preparing myself to pray all night long in order to 
lay in a good supply, when suddenly this verse 
flashed into my mind: ‘Who of God is made unto 
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption.’ ‘ Yes,’ I added, witha sudden illumina- 
tion, ‘and patience, too!’ I rose from my knees at 
once, and thanked the Lord beforehand for the un- 
limited supply of patience that I saw was mine in 
Christ. And I need not say that I found grace (in 
the form of patience) to help in every time of need.” 
Kindness a Part of Manliness 

Love your enemies, do good to them which hate 
you (Golden Text, Lesson 9). Horace Mann, the 
great American statesman and educator, was a spe- 
cial friend to boys, and kept in close touch with boy 
life. He knew as well as anybody what it takes to 
make a manly boy. On one occasion, in making an 
address to a large crowd of boys, he said: ‘‘ You are 
to be kind, boys ; generous, magnanimous. If there 
is a boy in school who has a club-foot, don’t let him 
know you ever saw it. If there is a boy with ragged 
clothes, don't talk about rags within his hearing. If 
there is a hungry one, give him part of your dinner. 
If there is a dull one, help him to get his lesson. If 
there is a bright one, be not envious of him ; for if 
one boy is proud of his talents, and another boy is 
envious of them, there are two great wrongs, and no 
more talent than before. If a larger or a stronger 
boy has injured you, and is sorry for it, forgive him.” 


** Just Loved Me” 

(Golden Text, Lesson 11). Two little four-year- 
olds were at play on the lawn when the tiny girl 
slipped and fell. In a moment her small companion 
had helped her to her feet again, and stood with an 
arm about her until her sobs ceased. ‘*‘ What did 
little cousin do for you when you were hurt ?” asked 
the mother a few minutes later. ‘‘ Nuffin; he just 
loved me,” answered the baby, the tears still stand- 
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ing in her blue eyes, but the comfort of the tender- 
ness she had received shining through them. ‘He 
just loved me over it." That isthe whole theory of 
Christianity as it relates to our personal conduct to- 
ward our fellow-men. We are to love them out of 
their sorrows into peace. 
New York Ciry. 
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Love lives only as tt gives. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie — —+/ 
“s OW Make Us a Kinc.”"—In the first lesson 
of this quarter the elders, as representing 
the people at large, give play to an Oriental 
tendency towards that which is visible and tangible, 
which in the days of Aaron, and in the beginning of 
the reign of Jeroboam, showed itself in its religious 
phase : ‘‘ Up, make us gods, which shall go before 
us" (Exod. 32: 1); ‘* Behold thy gods, O Israel, 
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt” 
(1 Kings 12: 28). For centuries past the universal 
creed of Bible lands has been rigidly monotheistic, 
and yet, every day, in every village in Western 
Asia and Northern Africa, this tendency towards 
the material is evidenced by the countless amulets, 
charms, welies, and shrines to which the people turn 
in their religious exercises. In the matter of politics, 
the people’s eyes are towards the monarch, the shaykh, 
the head or leader, just in the spirit of the elders who 
said, ‘‘ Make us a king.” 

In the seventh lesson a tendency is discoverable 
which operates still. Modern history testifies that 
on more than one occasion, on their accession, Ori- 
ental monarchs strangled their possible rivals, their 
nearest of kin. The brother of the greatest Eastern 
monarch of to-day has been in custody for more than 
a quarter of a century. The brother of the Sultan 
of Morocco has this year been taken from his com- 
mand in the army and imprisoned, as a precautionary 
measure in the interest of his reigning brother. The 
contest for political power, in Mt. Lebanon, of the 
two native rival princes, was the memorable event 
of the years 1902-3. 

The life and ministry of Samuel, as learned from 
the third lesson of this quarter and other parts, is 
not wholly without a parallel to-day,—at least, a re- 
flection of it is observed, not only in the more promi- 
nent of Christian leaders, but also in the better class 
and genuine dervish and fakir, who in their cham- 
pionship of justice against oppression rebuke despots. 
Wolff, a traveler, said: ‘‘ They are the chief people 
in the East, and keep in the recollection of Oriental 
despots that there are ties between heaven and earth. 
They restrain the tyrant in his oppression of his sub- 
jects.” 

Suweir, Mr. LEBANON, Syria. 
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Piety is patriotism. 





An excellent help for the puzzled superintendent 
at review time is John B. Smith’s Review exercise. 
That for the third quarter can be kad for $1 a hun- 
dred, postpaid, from The Sunday School Times Co. 











Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


UT first letters of words of titles and the first 
word of the Golden Text on the board before 
the opening of the school. Begin by reviewing 

these till the school gives them well. Then sing 
some well-known hymn that has ‘‘go” in it, as a 
rest. Then go on to review the lives of Saul and 
David as contrasts to each other, the one beginning 
high up and ending in ruin, and the other beginning 
way down and going up step by step. Reverse the 
board, having, before school began, put on it the 
steps indicated below. (Or else do this as you call 
out the steps in the lives of these two men.) What 
is the title of the first lesson? Yes; and in answer 
to that request, whom did God give them as their 
king ? Put down the letter ‘‘K.” What kind of use 
did Saul make of this office? Bad. On this account 
what did God do? He rejected him. Put down the 
letter ‘‘R.” Now have some teacher tell why it was 
that God rejected him as king. I see two men inthe 
same room. One is playing the harp. Give his 
name? David. Who is the other? Saul. Now 
look into Saul’s heart. How does it feel towards 
David? It feels hatred. Yes, and more than this. 
He wants to do what to him? Kill him. Now put 
down the letter ‘‘M”’ for murderer. See, whose 
body is that, headless, nailed to the wall of a city ? 
It is Saul’s body. Yes, he was killed in battle. Put 
down the letter ‘‘D” for death. Alas for Saul, who 
started so well and ended so badly ! 

Now pass on to David. When he was a shepherd; 























LESSON FOR SEPT. 27 


what characteristics did he show? Courage. Put 
down the letter “‘C.” Then, when it came to the 
battle with the Philistines, what further virtues did 
he show that he possessed? Patriotism. Put down 
the letter ‘“‘P.” When was it that David showed 
markedly a forgiving spirit? When Saul hunted 
him, and David spared Saul’s life. Put down the 
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jetter “‘F.” And now, in our last lesson, where do 
we find David? Onthethrone. Put down the letter 
*K™” for king. Which of these two lives was the 
grander? Could Saul have lived as grand a life as 
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that of David? Certainly. Why did he not ? Because 
he was not obedient to the commandments of God. 
New York City. 


Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs"’) 


**God is my strong salvation." Psalm 105 : 1-8. 


**O God of Bethel, by whose hand." (152: 1-4. 215: 1-4.) 
“Who a in God, a strong Psalm 147 : 1-8. 
abode."’ . . 
‘** Guide me, O thou great Jehovah.” —e — 317: 1-3-) 
‘*God moves in a mysterious way."’ Psalm 7 > 1-9, p 
‘The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not (3721-5. 55: 1-5-) 
want." Psalm 125 : 1-5. 
‘Sun of my soul, thou Saviour (186:1, 2. 271: 1-4.) 
dear."’ Psalm 121: 1-8. 
** Blest be the tie that binds."’ (180: 1-3. 264:1, 2.) 


An easy parent is making himself a hard pillow. 
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They only are honored with God's work who 
honor his will. 
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For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
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HE review may easily be conducted from the 
outline on the banner and the picture-roll. 
Assign the texts to classes or individuals, who 

will respond as needed. 

While studying about the children of Israel and 
their kings, who lived so long ago, we have learned 
how Samuel told them over and over to remember 
that the Lord, Jehovah, is King. He is just the 
same to-day,—‘' King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
forever and ever.” We sing in church, ‘‘ Crown him 
Lord of all.” 

His names are on our banner, and because he wants 
the love of the whole heart, that is ouremblem. In 
our first lesson, when Israel asked Samuel for a king, 
he said, ‘‘ Prepare your hearts,” etc. After Saul had 
been crowned, Samuel said, ‘‘ Remember, the Lord 
is our king,” etc. In his parting address, good old 
Samuel said again, ‘‘ Only fear the Lord,” etc. When 
Saul grew careless and disobeyed God, Samuel said, 
‘* To obey is better,” etc. Then Samuel was sent to 
Bethlehem to Jesse’s home to anoint a new king. 
He would have chosen the eldest son, but God said, 
‘*Man looketh,” etc. So the youngest son, David, 
was chosen. He showed how brave he was by going 
out alone, in God’s name, to fight the giant. He 
knew ‘‘ If God be for us,” etc. 

Saul became angry because the people praised 
David; so for seven years David wandered about to 





escape Saul, but he never forgot ‘‘God is our —— 
help,” etc. His dear friend, omer pee did all he 
could to make his father treat David kindly. Their 
friendship was lifelong and beautiful. It helps us to 
remember that for each of us ‘‘ There is a friend,” 
etc. Sing ‘‘ What a friend we have in Jesus.” 

Twice David had a chance to kill Saul, but he 
wouldn’t harm the king. It is better to ‘‘love your 
enemies,” etc. David chose God’s way, but Saul 
chose his own, and it brought him to such a sad end. 
‘*There is a way,” etc. At last David came home 
to his people, and was crowned king. He wanted to 
be friendly with them all, and sent a kind message 
to those who had buried Saul and Jonathan. ‘ Be- 
hold, how good,” etc. Whoever chooses the Lord as 
king will do nothing to spoil these bodies he has 
given us, but will try to do the will of God, and be 
his steady followers. Our temperance lesson taught 
us, ‘‘ Be not drunk with wine,” because that destroys 
our bodies.” 

Note.—The above skeleton of review should be 
enlarged in details as time will permit. 

There is a line on our banner for one more thought. 
David wrote a beautiful psalm (Psa. 27) about God's 
goodness and care through all those years when Saul 
tried to find and kill him. He knew that God had 
shown him where to go and what to do until the time 
came for him to be king. In the evening, when you 
light the lamps, or turn on the lights in the house or 
out of doors, they show people the safe way to move 
about. Because God had shown David the safest 
way, he said, ‘‘ The Lord is my light and my salva- 
tion” (safety). If I ask him, he will be my light, too 
(complete the banner). Let us read everything on 
our banner, beginning, ‘‘ We will serve, fear, and 
obey the Lord, Jehovah, our God, because he is our 
king,”’ etc. 

Our flag stands for a Christian nation, and we 
must send the story of the cross to all the nations of 
the earth. Sing, ‘‘ Onward, Christian soldiers,” etc., 
also first and last verses of America: 


** Protect us by thy might, 
Great God, our King.’’ 


Close with phrases of the Lord’s Prayer, ‘‘ Deliver 
us from evil;” ‘‘ thy kingdom come ;” ‘‘ thy will be 
done in earth, as it is heaven.”’ 

(Optional outline, if pre-view was not followed.) 
Nelson and Ethel wanted some ground for gardens, 
This pleased their father, but he said they must care 
for the gardens themselves. They prepared the 
ground, planted seeds, then watched for the first 
green leaves. Before long, they found other little 
plants in the same ground, growing faster than the 
flowers. What were they—? Weeds, and father 
said they would cause trouble unless pulled out. For 
several mornings they worked faithfully. Then Ethel 
said it was too hot; she didn’t like dirty hands; she 
would rather play, and let the old weeds go. Nelson 
carried water during dry weather; he pulled up 
every weed, and all summer he had the loveliest 
flowers. How did Ethel’s garden look? Those 
weeds grew stronger and larger, until they choked 
nearly all the flowers to death. She was ashamed to 
show her garden. 

The lives of two kings were something like these 
gardens. Both had a good start. David would not 
allow any bad thoughts to stay in his mind and 
heart, but Saul allowed cross, angry feelings to grow, 
until they choked out all the good things that once 
started. Saul’s life was such a disappointment, but 
David's was a great blessing. (Enlarge this by the 
lesson stories, showing the development of their 
characters; how Samuel tried to help Saul to keep the 
bad things out of his life; alsohow David asked God 
to lead him in the right way.) 

Peoria, ILL, 
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For the Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


HE period of a you have taught during the 
quarter extends from the time when the He- 
brews became convinced that they ought to 

become a monarchy to the establishment of David 
on the throne of Judah, evidently on the way to be- 
come king of all Israel. Take a few minutes to 
review by questions the main facts. As preparation 
for this, ask your pupils a week in advance to re-read 
First Samuel. The prominent persons are Samuel, 
Saul, Jonathan, and David. Have a brief sketch 
given of each one’s career. Then you can dwell on 
these points : 

1. The Change from the Old to the New. Recall 
the position of the people, the want of unity among 
the tribes, their exposure to attacks from Philistines, 
Ammonites, and other border nations; the impend- 
ing corruption and weakness of their government 
when it should be wholly in the hands of Samuel's 
sons. Note the progress toward nationa/ unity in 
the fact that the men of influence considered the 
situation together, and agreed that a change of gov- 
ernment was necessary to insure their continued 
existence as a people. 

Show Samuel’s position: his dread, as an old man, 
of change; his conscious integrity of administration 
as declared in his farewell address; his able sum- 
mary of the dangers and burdens of having a king. 
Compare the two accounts of the appointment of 
Saul (9: 1 to 10: 16 and 8: 1-22; 10: 17-27), to show 
how the later story, told perhaps by priests, empha- 
sized Jehovah’s displeasure at the withdrawal of 
power from the priestly office. 

Then explain that the change of government was 
the evolution of the nation, accompanied by trials, 
mistakes, and experiments, yet a progress under 
divine guidance. The old prophet recognizes that it 
is inevitable; Jehovah appoints the king, and the 
new order begins with the sanction of the old. Point 
out the duty, perils, and prospects in the church, the 
nation, and society, at crises which mark progress. 

2. An Experiment which Failed. Show what per- 
sonal characteristics led to the choice of Saul as king: 
his physical superiority, his courage, his ability to 
organize and handle an army. Recall the impression 
made on Samuel and the people by his tall, strong 
figure, and compare it with the impression made by 
Goliath. Refer to his brilliant campaign against the 
Ammonites, and his victories over the Philistines. 
Point out his personal attractions winning the loyal 
devotion of brave and ambitious young men. 

Next, show how the growth of self-will, rashness, 
impatience of the counsels of others, and jealousy, 
weakened Saul’s power and his influence over his 
army and the people; how he turned aside his ener- 
gies from protecting and developing the nation to the 
futile pursuit of his personal enemy, David, whom 
he should have kept as his friend, till an overwhelm- 
ing disaster overtook him and his family and the 
people. 

Explain that Saul’s humiliation and death no more 
meant that the national policy of setting up a king- 
dom was wrong, than the defeat of Joshua at Ai 
meant that Israel ought to have remained in the 
wilderness instead of crossing the Jordan. But it 
would have been a mistakeif the people of Israel had 
not learned wisdom through their experience with 
Saul to make a better choice of a king the next time. 
We learn by experience how to live, how to develop 
spiritual life, business, government. Failures do 
not mean that progress should end, but that they 
should be prayerfully considered in order that we 
may know their causes and avoid them. 


3. A Perpetual Kingdom Established. Contrast the 
choice of David to be king with the choice of Saul. 
When the lot fell on Saul, ‘‘ Samuel said to all the 
people, See ye him whom Jehovah hath chosen, that 
there is none like him among all the people?” ‘ He 
was higher than any of the people from his shoulders 
and upward.” So was the Philistine champion, 
When Goliath saw David, ‘‘he disdained him.” 
David's own father did not think it worth while to 
bring him from the sheepfold to place him beside his 
other sons when the prophet was choosing a kin 
from them. Samuel at first selected Eliab, for the 
height of his stature, as he had chosen Saul. But a 
new principle in choosing leaders had been learned 
before Saul had been long in office. ‘‘ For man look- 
eth on the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh 
on the heart.” 

Show that progress in knowledge of what consti- 
tutes kingliness continues to be made. Jehovah 
made a covenant with David tocontinue his kingdom 
forever, yet it remained intact less than one hundred 
years. It also was only a stepping-stone to a higher 
and spiritual kingdom, of which the Son of David is 
the everlasting King. That kingdom the ages are 
developing, still under the guidance of Israel's God. 
We may have our share in perfecting it, May God 
help us to learn what it is, how to belong to it, and 
how to hasten its perfection. 

Boston, 

(Graded Helps continued on page 962) 
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THE SUNDAY S 


MEDICAL OPINIONS OF 


BUFFALO 





LITHIA WATER 


Strong Testimony From the Univer- 
sity of Virginia. 
*¢IT SHOULD BE RECOGNIZED AS AN ARTICLE OF MATERIA MEDICA.”’ 


James L. Cabell, M.D., A.M., LL. D., /ormer Pro/. Physiology and 
Surgery in the Medical Department of the University of Virginia, and Pres. 
of the National 6 in Uric Acid Diathesis is 
Board of Health: BUEFALO LITHIA WATER 2)yclcinown therapeutic. 
resource. It should be recognized by the profession as an article of Materia Medica.” | 

**NOTHING TO COMPARE WITH IT IN PREVENTING URIC ACID 
DEPOSITS IN THE BODY.”’ 


Dr. P. B. Barringer, “airman of Faculty and Professor of Physiology, 


University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va.: 


‘‘Aftertwenty years’ practice I have 


no hesitancy in stating that for prompt re- 
sults I have found nothing to compare with BUFFALO LITHIA WATER 
in preventing Uric Acid Deposits in the body.”” 

‘“*I KNOW OF NO REMEDY COMPARABLE TO IT.” 


Wm. B. Tqwles, M. D., 


University of 


late Prof. MA Anatomy and Materia Medica, 
In Uric’Acid Diathesis, 


Gout, Rheumatism, Rheumatic 


Gout, and Renal Calculi, I know Spring 
of no remedy comparable to BUFFALO LITHIA WATER No. 2.” 


Voluminous medical testimony sent on request. 


and mineral water trade. 


For sale by the general drug 


PROPRIETOR BUFFALO LITHIA SPRINGS, VA. 





The Sunday School Times, 


Philadelphia, September 12, 1903 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, or $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information, address The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 

75 cts. separate me vee. or ina pack- 

age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 

$ 1.00 One copy, or any number of 

° copies less than five, will be sent 

to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 

. * One free copy addi- 

Free Copies tional will be dowel 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 

75 cent rate. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, unless by spectal request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school to examine it, will 
be sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School ‘Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subse riptions at the above rate, the 
paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
subscribers. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co,, Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, renee Pa, 
public with the gran- 


Scenes Of the pwht. ii tetean 
Rockies mechs "Mountain, the 


Colorado Midland Railway 
ward, postpaid, upon receipt of price, the following : 





To familiarize the 


(Pike's Peak Route) will for- 


A magnificent steel engraving, 26X40 inches, of 
Hagerman Pass, Colorado (11,500 feet above sea 
level) .... os: aoe 


Twenty-five photographic vie woef Rocky Moun- 
tain scenery, each 9X7 inches, per set. . . $1.00 


Send money order, New York or Chicago draft to 


Cc. H. SPEERS, Gen’! Pass. Agt., Denver, Colo. 





When answering adverti ts, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


Y 











Educational 


The Temple College 


(University for the employed), Philadelphia, 
Pa. Theology by correspondence or residence 
leading to degrees. Thorough courses. Send 
for _catalog. _ Russell ‘A. Conwell, President. 


Mary Baldwin Se "Ladies. 
ry alidwin minary Ladies. 
STAUNTON, VIRGINIA, 
Term begins Sept. 3rd, 1903, In Shenandoah Valley 
of Virginia. 266 students from 27 States past session, 
Terms moderate. Enter any time. Send for cata) 
Miss E. C, Warmaa, Princi 


New York Cry, 83 East ssth Street. 


Bible Teachers Training School 


Incorporated by Regents of University of New York. 
Six departments. ‘Two Year Graded Courses. Special 
one year course. Address, 


Dr. Wilbert W. White, President. 


Typewriting, and Business 
Branches taught at Pale 
mer’s Select Business 
Colle e, 926 Broad Street, Philadelphia. Indi- 


vidual instruc = refined surrounding rs, Christian 
influences. Lessons given by mail if desire 








CHOOL TIMES 





| stenographer, 


(Continued from page 455) 


and secured a vest-pocket full of bright 
pennies, and also purchased a pedometer, 
resembling a watch, for traveling purposes 
and to amuse the babies with instead of my 
watch while I was playing with them. I 
started out with this outfit. 

‘* My first trip organizing was to Girard 
and Goshen townships, District No, 21, rid- 
ing from Clearfield to Goshen in the rear of 
a spring-wagon, with a bag of chop as a 
traveling companion. My last trip in this 
work was to Morris and Graham townships, 
District No. 14, walking a distance of eigh- 
teen miles in one day. 

** My reception throughout the county was 
very cordial. After assuring the people that 
I had nothing to sell and was not begging, 
but only wanted an opportunity to give, I 
was listened to most kindly by all, often 
explaining various phases of Sunday-school 
work until long after midnight, and in the 
morning called for a five-o’clock breakfast. 
Various departments o1 Sunday-school work 
were explained, and suggestions given to 
superintendents while they were resting on 
the plow-handles, and in the middle of a 
field, with the sun pouring down sweltering 
heat, as well as in the stores and various 
other places. The title ‘ Field Worker’ was 
weil given, for I was called on to do farm 
work, domestic work, to repair umbrellas, 
milk cows, churn butter, nurse babies, do 
carpenter work, besides filling the office of 
typewriter, newspaper  re- 
porter, telegraph operator, scholar, teacher, 
superintendent, and also addressing Sun- 
day-schools, prayer-meetings, and preach- 


| ing-services,’’ 


| idly since the Rev. S. M. Johnson, of Chi- | 


% 


Popularity of the Conquest 
Flag Movement 


The idea of representing the Christian 
cause by a flag has been spreading very rap- 


cago, presented the Christian Citizenship 
Movement before the Denver Convention 
last June. ‘The conquest flag was originated 
by Mr. Johnson, and contains a red cross, 


followed in the corner by the words on a | 


background of blue, ‘* By this sign conquer.”’ 
Used with the national flag, it is the emblem 
of Christian work wherever it is found, church 
and state being thus united. The flags now 
decorate many a convention hall. Missouri 


| State Convention adopted the flag in August, 


Miss Gibson’s Family & Day sc"oot, 


For Girls 
2322 (formerly 2099) DeLancey PI., Phila., Pa. 
Fall term begins Oct. 1, 1903. 


INSTITUTE AND TRAINING 

HOME for Christian 
Workers, Evangelists, and Missionaries. 

1512 Poplar St Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


32d yr. 
College preparatory. 





Both sexes. 


Send for catalog to "Mare Vgiley Institute My ys- 
tic, Conn, 37th year. artered. both sexes. Home. 











A TRIP TO Burlington 
CALIFORNIA (ai 


If you have the time, there is no 
reason why you should not en joy afew 
weeks or months amongst the flowers 
and oranges in California this winter, 
because the expense will not inter- 
fere with such a plan. 

You can get excellent board out 
there for from $7 a week up, and we 
can tell you how if you will send fora 
copy of our “California Folder,” which 


tells all about the country, the hotels 


and rs houses. It containsa 
big map of the state, too. 
ou ean go to California via the 

most interesting route, in perfect com- 
fort and safety, all the way in charge 
of trained official of our company, if 
you will join one of our personally con- 
ducted parties which leave every week 
from Boston, + and St. Louis. 

Drop me a postal and I will send 
you complete information about these 
parties. 

Address P.S. FUSTIS, Pass'r Traffic Manz eer 
C. B. & 9. Ry. Co, 209 Adams 8! . Chicago, 








| words ** 


1902; Maryland the following October, Ohio 
in December, Georgia last March, Tennessee 
and North Carolina in April, and Indiana in 
June. Nova Scotia, Louisiana, and Arizona 
convention delegates used the flag-pin ; 
Michigan has printed the emblem on its 
association letter-heads; Iowa, California, 
Washington, and Oregon are considering 
the adoption of the flag. The following 
form of resolution, to be used in conven- 
tions for the adoption of the conquest flag, 
has been found of value wherever used : 


Whereas, The Sunday-school army, with its 
25,000,000 recruits, is the largest ‘‘ army”’ in the 
world, and its only weapon of warfare is ‘‘ The 
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God ;"' 
and, 


the only army having no flag to help encourage, 
stimulate, and lead to victory ; and, 

Whereas, ‘The Rev. S. M. Johnson, of Chi- 

cago, has been moved to design and produce 
a flag that is known as ‘ The Christian Con- 
quest Flag,'’ bearing the sign of a cross, and the 
By this sign conquer ;"" and, 

Whereas, Vhe object of this flag is to arouse 
more earnest, aggressive, united, Christian 
work, and loyalty to the cross of Christ ; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, ‘That the Sunday-school workers of 
assembled in annual convention this 
day of , 1903, do here and now 











) 
| fall in line with other similar associations by 


adopting this Christian Conquest Flag as the 
flag of our division of the world’s grand army 
of Sunday-school workers ; and we recommend 
its use for church, Sunday-school, and all re- 
ligious convention decorations, in connection 
and combination wtth the flag-of our own na- 
tion, on all suitable occasions. 


% 


A temperature of 93 degrees could not 
prevent the attendance last month at the 
South Carolina Convention, at Greenville, 
from being the largest in years. It had been 
postponed five or six months to secure Mrs. 


Mary Foster Bryner on the program, but the | 


delegates felt amply repaid for the delay by 
her presence. 


Whereas, This largest army in the world is 
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(“Graded Helps ” continued) 


'For the Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


David’s Preparation for 
Royalty: A Review 


[. Tue GENERAL PREPARATION (I Sam.). 
[For each member ot the Bible class. ] 
We are now prepared to take a calm 
survey of the history of David's prepara- 
tion for his royal responsibility. And 
first we notice that, according to the 
writer of 1 Samuel, 7# was God who was 
directing the preparation. How inter- 
estingly and deftly this is suggested, 
not stated, by the narrative. We notice, 
further, that /¢Ais preparation began 
long before David was born. Much 
had to happen, and many sorts of men 
had to faithfully perform their allotted 
tasks before David's task was ready to 
his hand. It was to be his duty to weld 
the unorganized and disunited people 
into a nation ; to unify, equip, and in- 
spire with confidence a scattered and 
dispirited group of tribesmen. Fuily 
half a century of preparatory work was 
essential in order that he should have a 
reasonable chance of success. 
The book makes it clear that Samue/ 
ts to be counted as the most important 
preparatory factor. When he was in 
his youth, his people were made helpless 
and hopeless by lack of leadership within, 
|and bold, aggressive enemies without, 
| their territory. Confidence in his in- 
tegrity and wisdom, his justice and 
power to rule, gave the people their new 
opportunity, and encouraged them to 
|ask for a king. His genius for organi- 
| zation brought together the better ele- 
|; ments of the people. The writer also 
reveals to us his conception of Saxz/ as 
one to whom the people gave their full- 
est confidence. He met the royal ideal 
in so many ways, and the popular ex- 
pectation so completely, that for a time 
it seemed, even to Samuel, that he could 
lead the people into largeness of life as 
a nation which would serve Jehovah. 
| But he turned out to bea self-centered 
man, hence he became one of too narrow 
and limited a vision to be usable as God's 
instrumentality. Zhe right sort of a 
leader for the people, one concerned, not 
for himself, but for God and for them, 4e 
Sound in David, who, chosen while yet 
young, and transferred to Saul’s court, 
came into touch with royalty, the court, 
the army, and the people, in such a way 
as to win all to himself, and to cause all 
hearts to beat high with hope for the 
future which he could insure. Even 
when driven into exile by Saul, who 
through jealousy had become his bitter 
enemy, the experiences of his wild out- 
law life only helped to endear David to 
the people, and to make him better 
fitted for considerate and yet firm leader- 
ship. 

II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

Note by the Editor.— Professor Sanders has 
prepared a leaflet naming useful books bearing on 
| these Old ‘Testament studies, and containing also 

practical suggestions on the conduct of a Senior 
Bible Class. While only the Bible and The Sunday 
School Times are necessary to follow these Senior 
Bible Class outlines, the advantage of a judicious 
reading in a few carefully selected books bearing on 
the passages under study can hardly be ovestimated. 
The leaflet will be sent for a two-cent stamp by the 
Publishers, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The best way of reviewing this period 
is to read rapidly the sections devoted 
to it in Kent, ‘‘ United Kingdom,” or in 
Wade's admirable ‘‘ Old Testament 
History."" Cornill, ‘‘ History of the Peo- 
ple of Israel ” (56-73), makes many novel 
and stimulating remarks, Stanley af- 
fords a good review. 


III. Questions For Stupy anpD Discus- 
| SION, 
| 1. The Leadership of Samuel. (1.) 
| Describe the situation of the Hebrew 
| people at Samuel's birth. (2.) What did 
| he do before Saul’s time to better their 
condition ? 
2. The Selection of Saul as King. 
| (3.) In what ways did he seem an ideal 
choice as king ? (4.) Did Samuel assist 
| or thwart him at the outset ? 
3. Saul's Reign. (5.) Why did Saul 
get into antagonism with Samuel and 
the prophets ? (6.) What was the secret 
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LESSON FOR SEFT. 27 


of his failure as king? 
total failure ? 

4. David's Selection, (8.) What nat- | 
ural qualities of David justified his 
choice as Saul’s*successor? (9.) How | 
did he get acquainted with the respon- 
sibilities of royalty ? 

5. His Rude Training. (10.) What 
were the beneficent results of his outlaw 
experience ? 


IV. Some LEADING THOUGHTS. 


David's varied experience was, on the 
whole, profitable to him, and so to all 
concerned. 


important question : Under what condi- 


tions do the experiences of life become | 


a helpful training for larger responsi- 
bilities ? 


Saul’s career might have been bril- | 


liant. The possibilities were before him. 
Are careers, equally promising, blighted 
every day? Isthe reason a similar one? 
YALE UNIVERSITY. 
b 4 


Whom God prefers he also prepares. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











September 27,1903. An Evening with 
Japanese Missions. Mal. 4: 2, 3. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

Mon.—Getting back his own (Mal. 3: 
16-18). 

TUES. a scattered flocks (Jer. 23: 


4)- 
WED. —The p star rising (2 Pet. 1 : 16-19). 
THURS.—Healing for the nations (Rev. 22: 
I, 2). 
FRI.—No sunset (Isa. 60 : 18-22). 
Sat.—A whitened field (John 4 : 31-38). 





It raises the interesting and | 








Write your denominational mission board 
for facts about Christianity in Japan to use in 
the meeting. 


HERE are now in Japan 50, oss | 


Protestant church - members, 








follows : 

Baptists . ‘ o- 2,353 
( Songregationalists ‘ 11,548 
Methodists 12,217 
Episcopalians , 10,997 
Presbyterians 11,651 

48,766 
Miscellaneous , 2,089 

50,855 


In addition to these Protestants, the 
Roman Catholics report 55,824, includ- 
ing, of course, as the Protestants do not, 
catechumens and baptized children, and 
the Russo-Greek Church, 27,245. 


Although the Christians number thus, 
even with adherents, less than one per 
cent of the population of the land, they 
carry on one-fourth of the regularly 
organized benevolent institutions of 
Japan. ‘‘ Of avowedly Christian insti- 
tutions,” says ‘‘ The Christian Move- 
ment in its Relation to the New Life in 
Japan,” ‘‘ we find to-day in Japan one 
Russo- Greek, twelve Protestant, and 
eighteen Roman Catholic orphanages. 
The figures for the Catholics include all 
kinds of asylums as we have been able 
to secure any analysis of their statistics. 
Among the Christian institutions are 
also four homes for discharged Prison- 
ers, three blind asylums, three ‘ homes 
of mercy,’ three leper hospitals, two 
homes for the aged, five schools or homes 
for Aniu, four free kindergartens, ten 
industrial schools, and at least ten other 
schools for the poor. These cared for 
some 2,700 inmates during 1902, at an 
expense of more than yen 100,000, aside 
from the support of missionaries engaged | 
in this form of Christian service. There 
are also ten boarding-houses for stu- 


dents, and at least a dozen hospitals | 


with their charity wards.” 
% 
In 1901, there were 46 temperance so- 
cieties in Japan. In 1902, the number 


had increased to 65, with 3,760 members. 
The Parliament has already passed a 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(7.) Was ita | law, introduced by a Christian, prohibit- 


ing the sale of ‘tobacco to minors under 
the age of twenty; and at the last ses- 
| sion, the Lower House of Parliament 


passed, by a large majority, a bill for- | 


bidding the sale of intoxicating liquors 
to minors. This bill failed, however, in 
| the Upper House. 


The total circulation of Scriptures and 
portions of Scriptures of the Bible socie- 
ties in 1892 was 199,602 copies, many of 
them in the army and navy. A great 
change has passed over the land. 
; Twenty years ago, the agent of the 
American Bible Society went, in the 
harbor of Uraga, to one of the Japanese 
men-of-war lying at anchor there, and 
in response to his request was denied 
permission either to go on board himself, 
or to send on board a single leaf of the 
Christian Scriptures. Yet, in 1900, the 
| Bible Society sold more Scriptures in 
| Japan than in any previous year, and 
two of the largest battleships in the 
Japanese navy were under command of 
Christian officers, one of whom was an 
| admiral; while the late Admiral Serata, 
| trusted and respected by all, was presi- 
dent of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association in Tokyo, an elder in one of 
the Presbyterian churches, and a zeal- 
ous worker for Christ until the day of 
his death. 


% 


There are now 47 Student Young 
Men’s Christian Associations, and 29 
Salvation Army Corps or stations. 
~ 
| Japan is no longer on the plane of the 

ignorant nations. It is the only non- 

Christian nation to be admitted to a 
| level of equality in its relations to West- 
| ern states. Between it and Great Brit- 

| ain there is now an alliance unique of 
|its kind. In the country there are now 
| 29,335 government schools, with 110,104 
| teachers, and an attendance of 5,205,000, 
| with g11,621 graduates. In the two 
years of Igo1-02, there was an increase 


| of 11,977 teachers and 339,333 scholars. 
| 





% 
The darkness is there still, 
| true light is already shining. 


bal 


An Evening with Japanese Missions, Issued 
by the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York. _ Illus- 
trated. 

This is another of the helpful leaflets 
which the Presbyterian Board has been | 
issuing during the year, to be used with | 
the Christian Endeavor topics. The | 
| leaflets are filled with information re- 

garding the missionary work of all | 
churches in this most promising land for | 
| Christian effort. Up-to-date informa- 
tion is given relating to the country and 
| the people, and any number of copies 
desired can be procured by sending to 


but the 


the Literature Department of the Board | 


as given above. 


Doctor Said 
** Quit Wrong Food, and Eat Grape-Nuts’’ 


An Illinoisan who has been through the mill 
says: ‘‘ Last spring I was so bad with indiges- 
| tion I could not digest even soft cooked eggs, 
and doctor said I must eat predigested food, and 
prescribed Grape-Nuts. I changed for the 
better before I had used one package, eating 
it three times a day. 

‘*My improvement on Grapé-Nuts food was 
so wonderful that I concluded to use your food- 
| drink Postum in place of tea, and, to make a 
long story short, I have not been without Grape- 
Nuts and Postum since, and my present health 
proves my doctor's wisdom in prescribing 

Grape-Nuts. I have got strong as a horse and 
well, and I owe it all to your delicious food and 
| Postum."” Name given by Postum Co., Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich. 
| In the making of Grape-Nuts food, all the 

indigestible starches of the grain are trans- 
| formed into Post sugar. Every particle of 
Grape-N uts is digestible in the weakest stomach. 
Physicians have never found a stomach too weak 
to digest and assimilate it. 
Look in each package for a copy of the famous 
| little book, ‘‘ The Road to Wellville."’ 











RELIEVES 


Burns, scalds, bruises, 


cuts, sprains, wounds, 
lameness, soreness, 
neuralgia, rheumatism, 
sunburn, bites, stings. 


STOPS 


Nosebleed, toothache, 
earache, bleeding 
lungs, hemorrhages, 
and al pain. 


Sold in sealed bottles 
with buff wrappers. 
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POND’S 
Extract 


The Old 
Family Doctor 








regularly. 
Quarter. 
dent to suit local needs. 


hundred. 











Reviews Are 
Made Interesting 


to any school by the use of Mr. John B. Smith’s 
popular Review Exercises. 
Another will be published for use on 
September 27, covering the lessons of the Third 
It will be timed to suit the session of 
any school, and may be varied by the superinten- 


vice within the reach of all schools,—$1.00 per 
Advance orders should be sent now. 
The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Thousands are sold 


The cost places the ser- 

















DO YOU WANT Al, 
GENUINE BARGAIN 
teens hd Upright Pianos 


returned from renting to be 
disposed of at once. They include Steinways, Knabes, 
Fischers, Sterlings, and other well-known makes. 
Many cannot be distinguished from new, yet mat are 
os at a great discount. 


zhts i ~~»! - $100. Also a 
ti ul New rights at $125, 
| $135, $150, ei fr6s. A fine in- 


strument at $290 fie equal to 
many $400 pianos. Monthly payments accepted. 
Freight only about $5. Write for list and particulars. 
You make a great saving. renee warranted as rep- 
resented. Illustrated Piano book Free. 


LYON & HEALY 


31 Adams St., CHICAGO 
World’s largest music pense; sells Everything known 
in Music. 


Individual Communion Service 


Made of several 
materials, with 
or without 
handle. 








Write for particulars. Geo. 


Spri ° 
256 and 258 Washington st, sioger, Mer 


oston, Mass. 


Individual Communion Cups 


Bend for FREE catalogue and list of 
2,000 churches now using our cups. 


Sanitary Communion Outfit Co., Dept. 23 Rechester, N.Y. 


LYMYER UNLIKE OTWER BELLS 


SWEETER, MORE DUR- 








-LLS. . aud rect carat 
| WRITE TO CINCINNATI BELL FOUNDRY C0. CINCINRATL, © 0 
CHURCH BELLS ana'esis 


Best Superior Copper and Tin. Get our price. 


McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY. Baltimore, Md. 


THE. GEMUINE _ MENFELY BELLS |- 


“he most perfect, Lest class bells in the world. 
Shanes ly & Co.. Waterelies Wes Troy P. O.,N.¥ 

















An Historic Old Railroad Engine 


The Nashville, Chattanooga, & St. Louis 
Railway is distributing, free of charge, an at- 
tractive little booklet entitled, ‘*‘ The Story 
of the ‘General,’’’ which contains an ex- 
ceedingly interesting account of the raid of 


| Captain James J. Andrews and men during 
| the Civil War. 


It is profusely illustrated. The 
‘*General’’ has been sent to Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, by the Nashville, Chattanooga, 
& St. Louis Railway, and is there to remain 
| permanentiy. It can be seen at any time by 
travelers passing through Chattanooga over 
this railway. Write to W. L. 
G. P. A. N.C. & &. L.- Ry., 

Tennessee. Mention this paper. 


Danley, 
Nashville, 








The fact that The Sunday School Times 
declines anywhere from $10,000 to 
$20,000 of advertising in a year rightly 
strengthens the subscribers’ confidence 
4 Lm advertisements that are not de- 
clined. 














The Wheel of Fortune 


Revolves for all at some time in their career. 
We have attractive pamphlets that tell of 
opportunities for placing capital in the gas 
and oil regions of Missouri, Kansas, and 
Indian Territory. Write for them, enclos- 
ing two-cent stamp for postage. Address 
George Morton, G. P. & T. A., M., K. & 
T. R’y, Suite D, St. Louis, Mo. 





When gnowertag esvertienmente, lense 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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The Cook of Spotiess Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isn’t light—but anyhow 

*Twill lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO. 


Where there is good cooking the 
dresser will always be full of well hopt 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 
from muffin rings to the heavy baking 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 











What’s the use 
experimenting 
when by loosing 

on the label for this 
signature you can be 
sure of the best shade 
roller ever made. 


THE HARTSHORN 
Wood Rollers. Tin Rollers, 













it 


lhe Wheat thats fit lo eat” 


>> > 





<> =< 


Trip that Paid 
Ten Miles to Get a Package of Postum" 


Some sufferers won't turn over a hand to help 
themselves, but there are others to whom health 
is worth something. A German woman living 
in the country made a ten-mile trip to get a 
package of Postum., She was well repaid, for 
it brought health and happiness in return. 

A translation of the good frau’s letter says : 
‘From a child I had been used to drinking 
coffee daily, but the longer I continued drinking 
it the worse I felt. I suffered with heart trouble, 


headaches, and dizziness. ‘Then I had such an 


uneasy feeling around my heart that I often | 


thought death to be near. 


“‘T gave up drinking coffee and tried hot | 


water, but that did not taste good, and I did 
not get well. Then I read some letters from 
people who had been helped by Postum Food 
Coffee, and I determined to try it. 

**T had to go ten miles to get a package, but 
I went. I prepared it carefully according to 


directions, and we have used it now in our 
family for nearly two years, drinking it twice a 
day. My heart 


troubles slowly but surely disappeared, it .is 


It agrees well with all of us. 


seldom that I ever have a headache, my nerves 
are steady and strong again, and I am otherwise 
strong and well. My husband has been lately 
relieved of his sick headaches since we threw 
coffee out of our home, and have used Postum."’ 

Name furnished by Postum Co., Battle Creek, 
Mich. 

Look in each package for a copy of the famous 
little book, ‘* The Road to Wellville.”’ 











Where to Ge 


It’s worth a 


be purchased. ere is a list of prominent de 


you need anything of the sort, this 
month. One advertiser or another, among 


n~ 








IN EXCELSIS FOR 
SCHOOL AND CHAPEL 


The best Sunday-school Hymnal. Carefully 
selected and classified hymns, high quality of 
music adapted to the hymns and capable of 

eing sung by all children; careful exclusion 
of doggerel in poetry and jingle in music. 

Quantity price, 35c. A sample copy for 25c. 


The Century Co., Union Sq., N. Y. City 











Sunday-School Supplies 


meng deal to any church or Sunday-school to know where supplies may 


correspond with our readers about “a required in church, school, and class. When 
irectory is the surest guide. 


whatever supplies are desired in any church or Sunday-school. 





t Church or 


alers, any or all of whom would be glad to 


It appears once a 
these, is almost certain to have for sale 





OO 


20,000 


CHURCHES 


Lighted by the FRINK System of Reflectors with 
Electric, Gas, Welsbach, Acetylene, or Oil. 

Our experience is at your service. All questions 
cheerfully answered. Send dimensions for estimate. 


1, P. FRINK, 551 Pearl Street, New York 





** Best and Cheapest ’’ 


David C. Cook Publishing Co. 
36 Washington St., Chicago 


Our graded system of Lesson Helps has no supe- 
rior, and is the cheapest. Samples free. 

Publishers of the New Century Teacher's 
Monthly for teachers, superintendents, and pastors. 
Samples free. Publishers of the Young People’s 
Weekly, the largest and best Sunday-school paper 
in America. Dealers in every requisite lor the Sunday- 
school. Send for illustrated catalog and particulars. 


VOGALION 


CHURCH AND CHAPEL ORGANS 


Prices, $225 and upwards. 
Send for illustrated catalogue. 


THE_VOCALION ORGAN CO. 
74 Jackson Street. Worcester, Mass. 





N all correspondence with dealers 
advertised in this Directory, men- 
tion The Sunday School Times. 

This will oblige the publishers of this 
paper as well as the advertiser, and 
will frequently be of distinct advantage 
to you. 





A.B. & E.L. Shaw Co. 


largest makers of 


Pulpit Furniture, 
Lodge Furniture, 


and 
Shoe Store Settees 
81 Causeway St y Boston 


Send for new catalogs. 








B. & B. 


Two highly important and profitable sales 
in full swing now. Selling many lines of use- | 
ful and wanted dress goods ’way below cost ; | 
showing all the advance fall styles of every | 
fabric that is correct and fashionable” for 


autumn and winter wear-——at small profit, 


prices per yard that mean dollars saved on a 
dress. 

$1.00 imported, solid color, 29 inch wide | 
Bedford Cords, 35c., with solid color ma. | 
chine-embroidered silk spots—colors are 
pink, gray, lavender, and black. | 

line all wool, 50 cent, Silk Corded (solid | 
color) Albatross, 35c.—colors, light blue, 
navy, rose, reseda, gray, black, tan, pink, 
heliotrope, turquoise, and, best of all, solid 


| white. 


; any family, —-such an offer that no family in the land, 


| 


Opened, new Zibelines, new Scotch Wool- | 
ens, new Foreign and American Suitings— 
neat and stylish fancies—styles for the new 
long-coat suits that we hope you will see 
about—and large assortments thereof. } 

Four cases new Paris Voiles and Twines 
—75c., $1.00, $1.25, and $1.50. 

We’re more than glad to have you send 
for samples of these, or any other goods— 
we'll send you such variety that you’re sure 
to see what you want, and you’ll find low 
prices that will surprise you. 

Be sure to mark your letter S. S. T. 35, 
and state clearly about colors, style, and 
price you want to pay, 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Allegheny, Pa. 








If the advertisements herein pay you, 
they pay the advertiser and the pub- 
lishers. 

















| 
$1.00 BIG 500-POUND STEEL | 
RANGE OFFER 
If you can use the best big s00-pound steel range 
made in the world, and are willing to have it placed 
in your own home on three months’ free trial, just cut 
this notice out and send to Sears, Roesuck, & Co., 
Chicago, and you will receive free, by return mail, a 
big picture of the steel range, and many other cooking | 
and heating stoves; you will also receive the most 
wonderful $1.00 steel range offer, an offer that places 
the best steel range or heating stove in the home of 


Teachers’ Edition 
of the American Standard 


Revised Bible 


contains in addition to the text 
‘edited by the American Revis- 
ion Committee, The Concise 
Bible Dictionary with numer- 
ous illustrations, an entirely 
New Combined Concordance 
to the American Standard edi- 
tion, and Indexed Bible Atlas. 
Beautifully bound in vari- 
ous styles, $2.25 to $9.00 
For sale by all leading book- 
sellers or sent postpaid on 
receipt of price. Send for catalogue to 
Thomas Nelson & Sons, Publishers 
37-41 E. 18th St., New York 

















Soldiers 


RALL of the 
A Martial i 
Service. King 
Samples of our three Harvest 
Home and Rally Day services 


postpaid for 10 cents. 
ALLY DAY.—Send 5 cents for ‘* Autumn 
‘ Leaves,’’ full of rallying music, etc.; or 30 cents 
for ** Uplifted Voices,”’ the famous S$. S. hymn-book, 


with Rally Day, Christmas music, etc. 


Geibel & Lehman, 1022 Arch Street, I 
yp! 


DUNG PEOPLES SONGS OF PRAISE 


The Biglow & Main Co., New York and Chicago 


OXFORD BIBLES 


“THE are 
OXFORD constantly 
being 
issued. 

Send for 

catalogue. 

Of all 
- booksellers. 
Oxford University Press (American Branch) 

gt and 93 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


150 sth Ave. 


108 Washington St. 
, New York. 


hicago. 


24 pages. 
*hiladelphia. 





















- BIBLE STUDY COURSE 


At home by mail. This book, ‘‘ Home 
Bible Study,’’ free if you earoll now. 
erms easy. For free catalog write 


Cc. J. BURTON, President lowa Chris- 





no matter what their circumstances may be, or how 
small their income, need be without the best cooking | 
or heating stove made. | 





America’s Summer Resorts 


tian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 





(Lesson for Sept. 27) SEPTEMBER 12, 1903 











CORN STARCH 
TALK 


By MRS. HELEN ARMSTRONG. 


A child’s craving for sweets is a very 
natural one, and should be gratified, bu* 
in a rational manner. When a child is 
allowed free access to the cake box or 
doughnut jar he is often tempted to eat 
when he would be much better off with- 
out food, so it is well to restrict the use 
of sweets to a legitimate place, as a 
dessert to the regular meal. Much meat 
is not a suitable diet for children, but 
starch and fats are very needful. 

The fat of cream and good butter 
is easily assimilated and more digest- 
ible than the fat of meats. To furnish 
starch we have many food products to 
choose from, and sugar in various forms 
plays an important part. For pure 
starch we have nothing to compare 
with Kingsford’s Oswego Corn Starch, 
and it may be used in some dish daily 
without monotony. It is capable of 
infinite variety in preparation, and is 
both inexpensive and easy to use. 

A simple cake that will please almost 
any child is one in which cocoa and 
Kingsford’s Oswego Corn Starch form a 





. part. The receipt given makes a simple 


and attractive cake which will give no 
one a pang of regret for the eating. 
COCOA TEA CAKES. 

Beat singly three large eggs into a 
scant cup of sugar creamed with a third 
of a cup of butter. When smooth 
and light add half a cup of milk and 
half a cup each of flour and Kingsford’s 
Oswego Corn Starch sifted with three 
level teaspoons of baking powder and 
one-fourth cup of cocoa. Beat well, 
add a little salt and half a teaspoon of 
vanilla. Place in muffin pans, sprinkle 
with chopped nuts and bake in mod- 


erate oven. 
(CORN STARCH TALKS TO BE CONTINUED,) 


; T. he 
Effervescent 
Headache Stop 


cleanses and refreshes 
the stomach. 


50c. and $1, at Druggists 
or by mail from 

THE TARRANT CO., NEW YORK 
CORNS Queer, how some folks 

persist in cutting their 
corns and risking blood-poison- 
ing, when they can get rid of them 
quickly and safely and perma- 
nently by using A*CORN SALVE, 


15¢C. at your druggist's or py mail. 
Giant Chemical Co., Philadelphia 






Nam VAD? 


” 
Warranted free from 
narcotic drugs. 








CLASS PINS this style, with 
any 4 letters or figures and one 
or two colors of enamel, s 
ling silver, 25c. each; 
doz. Silver plated, roc. 
$1.00a doz. Special designs in 
pins or badges made for any class or society 
at cenacnaliie prices; send design for estimates. Cata- 
logue free. Bastian Bros., 123, Rochester, N. Y. 











When answering advertisements, please 


mention The Sunday School Times. 


For a 


G.'F. 








copy send a stamp to George H. 
A., New York Central, New York. 






orgré Kicel. Figured twist 
Merl barrel. Double extractors. Tabe Dewn. Shoots Niue or 
Black powder, Send 84. Gun een tC. O. D., $9.08 and expremage. 
Examiostion sliowes. Special offer reduced from 6Y 


O75. 
FRANCIS BANNERMAN, 579 Broadway, N. Y: 





Daniels 











